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INVESTMENT ADVISORS|3

FPublisher of “Tape-Action Performer Marker Letter- SHORTEX™

PORTFOLIO MANAGEMENT
1888 Composite Return*: 34.80%

%

AS PRESIDENT OF TECHNOMART R.G.A., INC, INVESTMENT ADVISORS,
H. JOSEPH E. PARNES HAS SERVED THE INVESTMENT COMMUNITY FOR OVER
TWENTY YEARS. FEATURED IN WORTH, FORBES, THE DAILY RECORD,
WALL STREET Wﬂ, BARRON'S etc..., HE CONTINUES TO GAIN
WORLD - WIDE RECOGNITION AS A LEADING MONEY MANAGER. WITH OVER
$60 MILLION UNDER MANAGEMENT, PARNES APPEARS AS A REGULAR GUEST
ON SEVERAL NATIONALLY SYNDICATED FINANCIAL RADIO SHOWS,
TECHNOMART ACHIEVED A 34.80% COM POSITE RETURN FOR 1998 AND A 10
YEAR COMPOSITE YEARLY RETURN OF 27.30% FOR PORTFOLID

MANAGEMENT. TECHNOMART'S PROFESSIONAL INVESTMENT ADVISORY
SERVICES INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING FEATURES:

Customized Portfolic Management
Hourly Hotline Advisory Service
Tape - Action Performer Market Letter “SHORTEX"

“SHORTEX" Comp. Return";
1988 - 28.74%
Long: 30.75%, Short: 28.74%

Long and Short Positions
Stocks, Bonds, Mutual Funds, and IRAs

WHETHER YOU ARE IN THE EARLY STAGES OF WEALTH ACCUMULATION OR A
SEASONED INVESTOR MANAGING A PORTFOLIO YOU HAVE SPENT A LIFETIME
BUILDING, TECHNOMART WILL STRUCTURE A CUSTOMIZED PORTFOLIO
MANAGEMENT PROGRAM DESIGNED TO MEET YOUR FINANCIAL NEEDS.

CALL FOR A FREE

MARKET LETTER &

INFORMATION KIT!
1-800-877-6555

Visit our Website

www. Technomartrga.com

WWW.5 COm

TECHNOMART R.G.A., INC. Investment Advisors
401 Washington Avenue, Suite 801
Baltimore, Maryland 21204-4806
(410) 828-6555 Fax: [410) B28-6584

"No claim s made that futurs recommendations will be as profitable as past performance or
ihat they will nol result in losses.
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In the memory of Nouri Komrouz

Rebecca Moradian

ON EVERY CORNER

The aroma of God arrives
At dawn
When the earth opens
And tickles his skin
While swollen hearts
Speak of death

Rising
Inside unwanted fate
Trying to hear a voice
Hardly spoken
Memorizing

Explosive eyes

Full of wisdom

A permanent smile
Searching for happiness
Needing to be rescued
From thoughts

Piled in the brain

That burned inside brandy
Just to feel love
Wondering why

Love was floating

Never landing

Sliding

Between fingers
Through thin air

A life destined without mirrors
To find children

Of his own

Silence for decades

On empty streets
Sidewalks

Stopping

At every corner

Waiting

For strect lights to change
Around a life

Constantly turning

Until the clock

Stopped
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POETS CORNER

Al Hazan

THE SEA

I still recall when as a child

With pail in hand I saw you first
On sunburned feet I stood beguiled
I truly felt my heart would burst

To watch your pounding crashing waves
With foam enticing bubbling white

| stared entranced ‘twas fixed my gaze
Upon your pulsing wond'rous sight

A sailor I will be said 1

A sailor’s life for me

What better life could ever be
Than sailing out to sea

And so into a man | grew

And crossed your waters deep

[ wandered o're your briny blue
And even dreamed you in my sleep

I've seen your stormy temper’s rage

When even whales would shake with fright
But then just like a child you'd change

So peaceful sleeping through the night

And now I stand upon your shore

I know it's time that I must rest

Your arms reach out to me once more
And call me to your timeless nest

A sailor [ will be say |
A sailor for eternity

What better end could ever be
Than to spend with you
My friend the sea
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OPINION

__]ewish Continuity

Rabbi Tirzah Firestone, the Spiritual Leader of The Jewish Renewal
Congregation of Boulder Colorado Married a Catholic Minister.
Once her husband walked in on her Talmud study saying, ‘HO ho ho, Merry
Christmas to all yeshiva students present.

This is an insult and insensitivity to all Jews who fight daily to maintain the religion
of their ancestors

By: Ira Farnoush

was profoundly disturbed afier reading an article by

Joe Bobker, in January 22,1999 of the Los Angeles

Jewish Times. The title of the article was * On

Friday the Female Rabbi Married a Catholic
Minister”.

The article was about 54 year-old Tirzah Firestone

who became “rabbi” and even more surprising, was
offered a position (despite being married 10 a Christian
minister) as the spiritual leader of the Jewish Renewal
Congregation of Boulder, Colorado.
In this article, Joe Bobker reviewed a biographical book
(With Roots in Heaven: One Woman's Passionate
Journey Into the Heart of her faith, Dutton, 344 pages),
that had been writien by Rabbi Tirzah Firestone. In his
book review, Joe Bobker believes that the book is a ool
for all psychiatrists and analysts who want 1o connect the
dysfunctional Jews to the “excuse” of the Holocaust, and
of the rise of the feminist revolution in the laie 50s and
carly 60s. He concluded that “the event is a black
comedy : an insult and insensitivity 1o all Jews who fight
daily to maintain the religion of their ancestors.

Here, my primary concem is not about the conlents
of the book, or even Rabbi Firestone's action. But 15
over the lack of a strong response by the main body of
the Reform movement to expel and remove Tirzah
Firestone from her so called rabbinic duties. Dearth of a
sirong response will not only be interpreted as a
sanctification of intermarriage by the Reform movement,
but also, will trigger interfaith marriage at a faster pace
and therefore accelerate further dilution of Jewish
identity. )

After reading this drama, | wondered, what would be
the future of Judaism in the United States. We Jews in
the United States are blessed to live in a country that is
sanctified by freedom and human liberty backed by a

constitution that has Biblical principles. As a result,
many Jews in this country enjoy great personal freedoms
and security, equality of opportunity and ability to
integrate into the mainstream of American society. Many
Jews have been able to succeed in all walks of life long
closed 1o their fathers or grandfathers and have attained
prominent positions in economics, politics, science and
culture, At the same time, these conditions have led to
more and more relaxation of the Jewish laws and have
caused many Jews to detach from their Jewish heritage.
This situation very well reflects the prognosis of the
former president of the World Jewish Congress, Nahum
Goldman, who observed that “what is good for the Jews
is bad for Judaism™.

One of the consequences of the above conditions in
the U.S.. along with a multitude of standards that the
Reform movement is actively promoting - to such a
degree that allows a so called female rabbi to marry a
Christian minister, is what really threatens Jewish
continuity and survival. In contrast, only a vibrant and
meaningful Jewish presence can guaraniee a strong
Jewish future.

In order to prevent further erosion of Jewish
communities, and ensure Jewish continuity and survival,
we Jews must adhere to the traditional Jewish laws in the
form that have been practiced for 3,000 years- and make
the traditional Judaism an inherent part of our lives.

To achieve this goal, we must commit ourselves 1o
Jewish living - and Jewish organizations must launch
programs to help enrich Jewish lives and encourage Jews
to climb the ladder of Jewish observance, whether with
big or little steps, through key Jewish behaviors ranging
from study and prayers to Tzedakah and outreach.

ot
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TOUNG TALENT

Jonathan Kantor

TREES

Trees are possessions to me. [ have memories of walking with my dad in the forest and
hearing the sound of their branches blowing.

There are different varieties of trees, some are really tall and some are still growing. I
feel sad when they have burned. Ilove sitting under them and relaxing. I enjoy going to
school and seeing trees blossom. It makes me feel good inside and I know I will have a great
day!

I think trees are very intelligent because they know exactly when to blossom. I think
when it is really windy they wave their branches because they want to get help. I think trees
stay still sometimes because they are sad.

I have been told that in Israel the trees are spectacular. There are so many of them and
in photographs they are all green. Someday I dream of going there and planting a tree myself.
I will always enjoy seeing the beauty of trees.

Nicky T. Sinai

NESHAMA

You are the one only thing I believe in

You know all my true feelings

You are the one true thing I can share secret with and know you will keep
You are something everyone has but doesn’t know how it is to be used

You are with me every second of my life a and are the only one who know everything about me
You give me advice and help me make the right choices

You are the essence and root of my life

You are the center of secret thoughts and emotions

You have a permanent existence in a person's life

At night, I sometimes whisper to you my emotions and thoughts

I feel comfortable knowing that you have been there to experience it with me
And best of all

I always know I can rely on you

You are my life

You are my soul
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“No, this can’t be, we love each other.” He
had merely turned his head away, as if
disgusted by her, and said that he had never
lover her, and if she had been naive enough to
believe that he did, it was her own loss. Then
he had deliberately turned his back to her and
walked away.

She had gone home that day, feeling
raw and hollow. The feeling had persisted,
she felt as if she was missing some vital
organ. Days had passed by, and eventually
the denial and shock had worn off, leaving
only a wom grief. One day, after sitting in
her chair, staring at the portrait she had drew
of him that hung on her wall; she had felt the
fury rise inside of her. And she had jumped
up, tore the picture off the wall, and ripped it
to pieces. Then she had taken all the
remainders of him, the CD’s that he had lent
her, his notes to her, his blue sheepskin jacket
that she had stolen from him, and thrown
them into the garbage disposal. When her
anger had been spent, she had collapsed
weakly into the leather loveseat. Suddenly,
her gaze had come to rest on her blue
sweater, it had remained in her room,
neglected, after that devastating day. She had
picked it up and straightened it, the she had
seen the paint stain. Somehow, she couldn’t
bring herself to part with this also, this last
remainder she had of him.

So, the next day she had gone to the
cleaners, she had talked to the bitter old man
that owned the place, and explained to hi, that
it was vital to her that they take the stain out
of her beloved sweater. He nodded his head
rapidly and told her that it would cost $20.
Normally that would have been out of her
price range, as an artist she sometimes had to
struggle to make ends meet; but this was
important. She agreed, and giving her a claim
number, he told her to come back and pick it
up in three days.
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When she returned, and gave that
same old man the receipt with her claim
number, he had glanced at it and frowned at
her. Then he had left and come back with a
folded package. She had looked at him
suspiciously and opened the package. Inside
was her sweater but as she unfolded it, her
breath caught in her throat. Where the stain
had been, there was now a gaping hole, right
where her heart would’ve been. Tears welled
in her eyes as she made a connection in her
head. Ever since that fateful, she had felt as if
there was a hole where her heart should be; as
if when he had left her, he had taken her heart
with him. This sweater, her last reminder of
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STEPHANIL'S CORNER

Stephanie Kantor

A HOLE IN HER HEART

5 ?J;:E H

Blue had been her favorite color ever
since the first day she saw him. She could
still recall him that day, lounging against the
campus wall, oblivious to ht wind, in his
favorite plaid blue shirt and faded denim
jeans. She was an artist and so she had
appreciated the captivating picture he made.
But the thing that had really caught her
attention, was his eves. Those pale silvery
blue eyes that changed colors depending on
his mood. This second she caught sight of
those amazing eyes, she knew that she had to
draw him. She knew exactly how she should
do it. She should sketch the rough planes of
his face with a charcoal pencil, leaving it all
in black and while, and then she would color
in his magical eyes, so they would be the
only thing in color. She had felt those eyes
string at her, and eventually they had met.
Every day they had spent together, she had
felt herself giving him more and more of her
heart.

The first time they went out, she had
gone out and bought a soft blue sweater the
color of his eyes, wanting to feel him against

her heart. That had been his favorite of her
sweaters, and whenever they had gotten into a
fight she would hug the sweater to herself and
drench it with her tears, Then had come the
fateful day, she should have known something
bad was going to happen, because all signs
pointed to it. The sky had hid its welcoming
blue from her and only showed her its
menacing black, storm-weathered face. Then
she had gotten some paint on her special blue
sweater. When she went to see him, she
should have recognized the change in him, by
the color of his eyes, they were the chill color
of ice, and completely devoid of emotion.

Only when he had backed away from
her welcoming hug did she realize that
something was wrong. When she didn't say
anything, but merely waited for him to
explain himself, he coldly said the words that
she had convinced herself she would never
hear from him. He had informed her that as
far as he was concerned, their relationship
was over. She had merely stared at him,

uncomprehending, and then the dam of tears
“*No," she had protested,

had broke loose.




Monica Daneshrad

A Religious Awakening

ver since 1 was old enough to understand,

my family always strongly upheld the

integration of religion into our lives, which I

basically followed without question. I
proudly lit our Shabbat candles every Friday nights,
as the dutiful female Jew would. 1 diligently
prepared my portion of the Torah to recite in my
bat-mitzvah, a ceremony symbolic of my readiness
as an adult in the Jewish community, one who, with
honor and pride would carry on Jewish doctrine
and customs, I listened to the Rabbi preach about
the Old Testament's version of how all of life came
to be...in just seven days, through the almighty
power of God. Basically, these rituals, these
teachings, these values instilled in me, supposedly
explicated all of our guestions concerning the
origins of our entire existence and, of course, the
deity to whom every Jew owes a lifetime of
devotion, the Ultimate Supreme Being who controls
the rhythms of the universe. But, most of all, in
fact, the central issue, these rituals defined our
sense of spirituality. And, throughout my life, 1
believed it, all of it.

Yet, within my ardent practice, some questions
still went unanswered for me. Although I have read
an infinite number of passages glorifying God's
seemingly endless qualities, his omnipotence and
especially his mercifulness, all those prayers
spoken from my tongue at lease one hundred times,
failed to define concretely exactly what God was.
All those blessings, which had a rather poetic
rhythm, pleasing to the ear have been easy to
accept. But a rather thought-provoking academic
experience coerced me to rethink my views on
what exactly 1 had been praying, over and over,
since I turned thirteen. 1 had realized that all those
explanations, the ones I have read every Friday, the
ones 1 recited in the Torah on the morrow of my
bat-mitzvah, were still too vague.

Eventually, through the information I accessed
on evolution in biology class, all those questions
merged into what recently became my personal
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theory on life and religion. As I was studying, I
came across the long-accepted Darwinist theory,
the inspiration of my current beliefs. This theory
explained the present state of life being as the result
of the passage of a vast quantity of time. The
advanced physiological structures most organisms
possess today is the result of the gradual adaptation
to what bodily system would most readily aid their
survival, better known as natural selection. This
idea made more sense to me than the sudden
appearance of land and life by command of the
Supreme Being.

However, science still couldn't explain the
“entire picture.”  What still intrigues me is
humanity's undying faith in this unexplained,
unraveled God, |1 figured there must be some
explanation for this “being” if such fervent faith
has persisted for so long. After literally years of
pondering, recently, in fact a couple of days ago, I
realized that God is the faith everyone holds, the
faith in an individual's and community's strength to
survive the many struggle of life with courage and
hope. And, since the beginning of time, people
have just personified it into what they call, “God,”
because the idea of a higher being is comforting to
the soul, that humans are not alone.

But, in reality, everyone's vision of “God”
varies to a certain extent. For some, “God"” may
give a sense of purpose to this lifestyle; for others,
encouragement towards self-improvement. God
means something different for everybody, which no
doctrine needs to define because religion is all
about self-discovery, what one leams from looking
within, not passively accepting the commentaries of
the weekly sermon, those which generally discuss
issues that congregants can interpret for
themselves. So, | hold God separate from the
creation of life; science has (and probably
continue) to clarify that issue for me. Instead, life
in the form of thousands of generations of human
beings in search of themselves created God.&



J.T. O’Hara

The Clone of My Dre

friend was lamenting a lover
lost, and 1 told her, “But love is
not.” “Why can’t we clone one?"
she said.

“Well," I laughed “my man would have a
sturdy glow, be willing to strip off his
business veneer and be playful, be a man of
great intelligence but also a man of senses - a
sense of purpose, a sense of humor and a
sense of self. It comes down to his
willingness to push himself into emotional
territory that may surprise him just as much as
it surprises his woman. That is the finest
quality a man can have.”

I certainly can speak from vast experience
on this subject, but I think I'd better take the
Fifth. [I've tested the waters with some
attractive renegades who tried to blend their
approaches, but somehow those hypnotizing
patterns on that ride produced almost a pre-
Jjazz result.

I, for one, get in trouble when there is 100
much talk in a relationship. There's a jazz
piece by Brian Wilson, “Don’t talk/put your
head on my shoulder.” It would work better
for both of us if we paid some attention to
that lyric.

If we set out to clone the right man, we
have to explore the right gene pool. I would
want a dash of intellectual sprinkled with a
touch of political consciousness, plus a
teaspoon of opinion and a better awareness of
when he should do the dishes.

Life has a way of accelerating as we get
older. The days get shorter and the list of
unkept promises to ourselves gets longer. My
friends know that I live by the three-word
philosophy: “Seize the day!™ I want a clone
who doesn’t put off something just because

he hasn't thought about it, did not have it on
his schedule, or is too rigid to depart from his
routine.

As far as looks go, I want a man who is not
consumed by the aging process. On the
contrary: his deeds will be measured by the
concern lines on his forehead, the laugh lines
around his kissable mouth, and the chins he
has eamed from seeing what he can do for
those smaller than he.

Okay, I think I'm ready to go into the
laboratory and start to work. But what if it
doesn't work out according to plan? No way!
Most of the wonderful things in this world
would have never happened if someone had
feared failure so much that he didn’t have the
courage 1o act. Think of all the books, songs,
plays that never would have been written, all
the painters and sculptors who never would
have developed their talents if they had been
afraid that someone would laugh. And think
of all the beautiful relationships that never
bloomed because one or both parties feared
rejection.

Just then there was a knock at my door
and I ran to open it, Then I hugged him,

smiled and said, “Honey, 1 was just thinking
about you!” w




Jewish Humor continued

The Lost Keys
A traveling man came into Chelm (See note
below!) and noticed a number of people were
looking at the ground around a light pole. “what
happened? He asked. One of the townsfolk told
him, “Shelomie has lost his keys and we are looking
for them “ I'll help you look.” Said the man.. “He
lost them around here, no doubt.” “ No, said the
man from Chelm. “He lost them the other side of
the street but the light here is better.”

Umbrella

wo wise men of Chelm went out for a walk,

when suddenly it began rain. "Quick,” said one
man. “ your umbrella.” “It won't help.” Said
his friend. * My umbrella is broken.” “Then why
did you bring it in the first place?” * I didn't think
it would rain.”

Eating Salmon

"I'he impoverished Goldberg borrowed some
money from a prosperous friend Cohen, saying
he needed the money to feed his family. A short
while later, Cohen saw Goldberg in a restaurant
with a plate of salmon in front of him. ” What's
going on here? “said Cohen * you borrowed money
from me saying you needed to feed your starving
family and here you are in a restaurant, eating the
most expensive dish in the place. Is that what
you've used the money for?* “Look, “Says
Goldberg. “If 1 don't have any money I can't eal
salmon, and if | have money, 1 shouldn’t eat
salmon. So- when am I to eat salmon?

Jews Have All The Privileges

A long line has formed outside a Moscow shop,
where a large shipment of bread is due to
arrive. Itis a cold day, and the crowd is stamping
its feet and clapping its hands to keep warm. After
two hours, the manager of the store makes an
a . “Comrades,” he announces, " the
shipment is its way, but | have counted the number
of people in line and there are too many people and
not enough loaves of breads. And so I must ask that
all the Jews go home.” A large group then leaves
the line.

After another hour, the manager comes again.

“Comrades, the bread has still not arrived, but |

must tell you that there won't be enough.
Therefore, those of you who are not party members
will please leave the line and go home.” Again a
large group leaves the store.

After another hour, the manager appears once
more. "Comrades,” he says, “I have bad news. The
delivery truck has broken down and we won't get
any bread today. You might as well all go home.”
At this time one party member turns to another and
mutters, “Those damn Jews have all the

privileges!”

That Makes Nine Months

man from Chelm married a woman and three
ths after their marriage she bore a child.
Confused, the man went to the rabbi. Trying to
comfort the man the rabbi. said “ you don't
understand such things. First, how long has it been
since you married your wife?” “ Three months,”
said the man. “And how long has it been since
your wife married you?” * Three months,” said
the man. “And how many months has it been since
you have been married?” asked the rabbi. “Three
months,” said the man. “ That makes nine months’
said the rabbi.

We're Alone

Twﬂ Jews were walking through an Anti-Semitic
neighborhood one evening, when they noticed

that they were being followed by a pair of

hoodlums. “Sam,” said his friend, We better get out

of here, There are two of them and we're alone!”

How Many Light Bulbs?

Huw many Lubavichers does it take to replace a
light bulb? Three - one to screw it in and two

to convince everyone else to do it too.

How many Zionists does it take to replace a light

bulb? Four - one to stay home and convince

someone else to do it, a second to donate the bulb,

a third to screw it in, and a fourth one to proclaim

that the entire Jewish people stands behind their

actions.

How many Jewish mothers does it take to change a

light bulb? None. “It's all right - I'll sit in the

dark!”

(NOTE) In the Jewish Humor, there is a town in

Russia called Chelm, where all people are fools.

#_'#
Sources: Internet: Jewish Communication Netwark, Harper Perennial: = The Big Book of Jewish Humar * by: William Novak &

Moshe Waldoks
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Jewish Humor

ewish humor has usually been viewed as a defense, both by Jews and
non-Jews. On the physical level, as Woody Allen once said “using your
wits is preferable to using your fists.” On a psychological level, Sholom
Aleichem, the famous comic and Yiddish writer believed that “ humor
acts as a buffer between the expectation and cruelties of reality. In both
cases, the texture of Jewish humor reflects the experience of being outsiders
or the victims of persecution.
The following is a collection of the broad spectrum of Jewish humor. We
hope you enjoy reading these jokes, and encourage you to experiment with
them in your parties and add whatever personal touches or details seem
natural and appropriate. But keep in mind - when you tell a joke to a Jew -
even before you have had a chance to finish it, he’s already interrupting you.
First, he’s heard it before.
Second, why are you telling it wrong?
So, he decides to tell you the joke-but in a much better version than yours!

Compiled by: Ira Farnoush

Lik 113 knowing his father was a rather frugal man , he
FEElhm Misi: ﬁ:tﬂ?:a?:lun e s The W asked the merchant to take off the $500 sticker that

ttached to the tallis and instead put ]
surprised to find his friend in pain.. bl is and instead put one $4¢

e . : price tag..
What's the matter with you? Asked Moshe. He then mailed the tallis to his father and wished
“It's my feet,” replied Isaac. “My feet are killing him a good year.

me. It's because my shoes are too small.”

That’s crazy, replied Isaac. “Then why do you wear
them?"

“I'll tell you why. My partner made off with all our
profits. My older daughter is about to marry a goy.
My younger daughter is so ugly and unpleasant
that she’ll never get married. My son is nothi
more than a ‘L'.uzm.g My wife doesn}rt stop naggini':% Gﬂﬂdy

A few days later, he received a letter from his
father. It read, * Dear son, thank you so much for
the beautiful tallis. It was a good thing the
merchant left the price tag on the package. See if
you can buy a few more. | sold that one for $50.

Right now I'm out of work. And so every night omebody once asked Abraham Moore, the
when I go home and take off these shoes, | feel like legendary wit: “Tell me Abraham, you're a
a million dollars!” smart fellow. Why is gondy called gondy?

Abraham lost no time in responding. “What kind
Send A Few More of silly question is that? [t's round like gondy, Isn't

_ it? It's made up of chick peas and ground meat?
young man had made aliva to lsrael. Aftera | oy And it tastes like gondy , doen't it? So why
few days, the young man found a very | ghouidn't it becalled gondy?

beautiful and expensive tallis and decided to buy

Continued on the next page
and send it to his father in Los Angeles. However,
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mail one letter and two postcards. You could buy a new Chevy coupe for $600... but
who could afford one? A pity too, because gas was 11 cents a gallon!

In our day, grass was mowed, Coke was a cold drink and Pot was something you
cooked in. Rock Music was a Grandma's lullaby and AIDS were helpers in the
Principal’s office. We were certainly not before the difference between the sexes was
discovered, but we were surely before the sex change. We made do with what we had.
And we were the last generation that was so dumb as to think you needed husband to
have a baby!

No wonder we are so confused and there is such a generation gap today.

But, we survived! What better reason to celebrate?

From a flier published by AM710 - KMPC

STATEMENTS THAT:

MAKE YOU SMILE OR
MAKE YOU THINK

. Yelta and Lelian met in the front of their apartment. “Oh, my,” exclaimed Yelta.
“Do you hear what's going on in the Middle East?”
“No, I don’t see nothin,” said Lelian. “I live in the back of the building.”

. “Life can be lived to the full only by giving more fully of ourselves. Many people are
lonely because they build walls around themselves, rather than bridges to others.”

. “Smile at each other, smile at your wife, smile at your husband, smile at your
children, smile at each other... it doesn’t matter who it is - and that will help you
to grow up in greater love for each other.”

: Mother Teresa

. “A great way for a person to lose weight would be to place the handle of the
refrigerator two inches from the floor.”
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TOURA'S CORNER

Touba Karubian

Erom time to time, Mrs. Karubian has contributed more than her fair share to Shofar.
Shofar would like to thank Mrs. Karubian for her support by initiating “Touba’s Corner” where our
readers can enjoy her collection of varied pieces, some original, some “in the public domain”.

FOR ALL THOSE BORN BEFORE 1945

We are survivors! Consider the changes we have witnessed!

We were born before television, before penicillin, before polio shots, frozen
foods, Xerox, plastic, contact lenses, Frisbees and the PILL. We were before radar,
credit cards, split atoms, laser beams and ballpoint pens. Before pantyhose,
dishwashers, clothes dryers, electric blankets, air conditioners, drip-dry clothes... and
before man walked on the moon.

We got married first and then lived together. How quaint can you be? In our
time, closets ere for clothes, not for “coming out of”. Bunnies were small rabbits, and
rabbits were not Volkswagens. Designer Jeans were scheming girls named Jean, and
having a meaningful relationship meant getting along with our cousins.

We thought fast food was what you ate during lent, and Outer Space was the
back of the Riviera Theatre. We were before househusbands, gay rights, computer
dating, dual careers and commuter marriages. We were before day-care centers, group
therapy and nursing homes. We never heard of FM radio, tape decks, electronic
typewriters, artificial hearts, word processors, yogurt and guys wearing earrings. For
us, time-sharing meant togetherness... not computers or condominiums. A chip meant
a piece of wood. Hardware meant hardware, and software wasn’t even a word.

Back then, “Made In Japan,” meant junk and the term “making out” referred to
how you did on your exam. Pizzas, McDonalds and instant coffees were unheard of.
We hit the scene where there were 5 and 10 stores, where you bought things for five
and ten cents. Sanders or Wilsons sold ice cream cones for a nickel or a dime. For one
nickel you could ride a streetcar, make a phone call, buy Pepsi or enough stamps to
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NEWS LITE... Continued

Jerry Falwell: Anti Christ is Jewish!

The Reverend Jerry Falwell may be good friends with Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu , but he also believe that the
“Antichrist” is probably alive today and is possibly a male Jew. Falwell, the founder of the Moral Majority, Chancellor
of Liberty University and a leading Bibi-booster, laid out his “last days"™ theology at a pastors’ conference in Kingsport

Tennessee in mid January. Falwell's belief appears to have its basis not in anti-Semitism but in dualist theology, which
sees evil as a force that mirrors the image of good.

According to Associated Press, Falwell believes the second coming of “Christ” will be within 10 years and Antichrist
will appear a “full-grown counterfeit of Christ.” Hence a Jew because Jesus was a Jew.

Reaction to Rev. Jerry Falwell has been vocal and vehement in both the Christian and Jewish communities. Abraham
Foxman, National Director of the Anti-Defamation League, called Falwell's comment very disturbing and dangerous.
“When the Christian world begins celebrating the birth of Christ, what's surfacing with it is a lot of the ugliness that
accompanied the growth of Christianity for 2,000 years,” Foxman said.

A few days later, Falwell apologized for his remark not for his beliefs, but for his own “insensitivity” in expressing them
in public. Despite Falwell's apology . this is sull an important story for a better understanding of Jewish - Christian
relations.

Car Theft Epidemic in Israel:

For the past 30 years, Israel has been plagued with growing problem of car thefts. The stolen cars find their way 10 West
Bank areas under the jurisdiction of the Palestinian Authority, The stolen vehicles are then dismantied in “chop shops™
and mest of them are sent back to Israel as spare parts.

Some 46,000 vehicles were stolen in 1997, To put this figure in perspective, il represents 42 percent of all new cars
imported to Israel in a typical year. The damage to the Israeli economy is significant, and conservatively estimated at
gbout 750 million Dollars a year.

55 Parties to Compete for Next Knesset:

Israeli election have been scheduled for May 17, and fifty-five parties are expected to run for 120 seats in the Knesset.
Most parties represent special-interest groups, such as the National Religious Party (modern Orthodox), Israel B'Aliya
(Russian immigrants) and Shas (Jews of North African descent), Meretz (liberal and democratic socialists), Tzomet
(secular nationalism), Hadash (pro-Arab communists), and many more smaller parties.

Both major umbrella parties, Likud (conserative and nationalist) and Labor (moderate to liberal) are expected to lose
votes to the special interest factions.

Knesset Bans Cloning:

A legislation that outlaws cloning of humans for the next five years, has been passed by the Knesset. However, there are
no restrictions for research that does not harm human dignity, such as cloning a healthy organ for donation. Researchers
wishing to perform experiments in human genetics must show an advisory committee that their research does not violate
the ban. Israel’s Chief Rabbinate has said that Jewish law does not necessary rule out human cloning.

Where Do Jews Live?

The Jewish People is scattered in over 100 countries. The annual survey of the Institute of the World Jewish Congress
estimates the number of Jews in the world to be 13.5 million. The United States is the largest Jewish community with
5.6 million, followed by Israel 4.9 million, France 600,000, Russia 400,000, Canada 360,000, Ukraine 280,000,
England 280,000, Argentina 220,000, Brazil 130,000 South Africa 92,000, Australia and Germany 70,000 each. The
number of Jews in Iran is about 25:000. The number of Jews in other countries is fewer than 10,000.

Apart from Israel, there is no other country with a natural growth increase. Demographic forecasts indicate that Israel
will become home 1o the world's largest Jewish community, and within a decade, a majority of the Jewish people will
call themselves ‘Israclis’. ®

Sources; World Jewish Congress, Jewish Joumal, Los Angeles Jewish Times, Heritage Southwest Jewish Press & Los Angeles

Times
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News Lite

Compiled & Edited By: Ira Farnoush
Reborn: Hollywood Temple Beth El, “The Temple to the Stars”

Sunday February 14, 1999, has been marked as a significant day for the Iranian American Jewish Community in Los
Angeles, as more than 1,000 people celebrated transfer of new Torah scrolls to the newly acquired Hollywood Temple
Beth El. Once known as the temple to stars, Temple Beth El has taken a new identity, the temple now called
“Hollywood Temple Beth EV Iranian American Jewish Center.

In his welcoming remarks, Mr. Ezat Delijani, the President of the Iranian American Jewish Center gave a great ribute 1o
Dr. Sanford Gaum, the immediate past president, and other board members of the temple who facilitated of the selling
the temple to the Iranian Jewish Community, in order to give it another life.

Founded in 1922, Hollywood Temple Beth El was once one of the top synagogues in California. Among its members
were the Wamner Brothes, Max Factor, Universal Pictures founder Carl Laemmle, producer Leo Pasternak and film stars
Carmel Myres and Edward G. Robinson. Refer to the Special Report section for more details.

Wanted: 3 Nice Jewish Men:

Are you a single Jewish male, successful, marriage minded, free of criminal records and in & good health? I you have
answered “yes” 1o all these questions, there might be a perfect mate for you! Talk-show host and television comedian
Roseanne Barr has admitted 1o be seeking mates for her three unmarried, beautiful daughters. Roseanne has urged those
who regard themselves as son-in-law material 1o create a five-minute video explaining “why you think 1 should let you
date one of my daughters™ and send it to “Date My Daughters,” The Roseanne Show, PO Box 48558, Los Angeles, CA
90048.

The daughters in question are Brandi, 27: Jessica, 23, and Jennifer 22. According 1o Roseanne publicist, Matt Labov
“Any man can enter, as long as he's Jewish.

Israeli Parliament Banned Miniskirt and Tight Pants:

In what turned out 1o be a prank, “provocative” clothing like miniskirts and tight pants had been banned from the
Knesset. Israel TV showed Knesset speaker Dan Tichon announcing the regulations and aired impudent reactions from
legislators. The Associated Press learned later that it was part of an April Fool's Day Joke that was being re-broadcast.
In the prank report, Tichon said that he had decided on the new regulations in the light of “serious complaints™ from
legislators.

Ethiopian Jews’ Spiritual Leader Dies:

Kes Menashe Zemro, the spiritual leader of Ethiopian Jewry passed away at the age of 92. Kes Menashe immigrated to
Israel in 1991, with the second major wave of the Ethiopian aliya. Despite the lsraeli rabbinate’s refusal to acknowledge
his status, Kes Menashe remained the religious figurehead of the Ethiopian Jews, and his funeral was attended by
thousands of Israclies of Ethiopian origin.

Ultra-Orthodox Jews Boycott a Prayer for Israel:
According to London Jewish Chronicle, two British politicians, said to be strictly Orthodox, walked out of a Holocaust
Remembrance Service organized by Jewish Veterans, when a prayer for the State of Israel was recited. They retumed
for the remainder of the service.
Some Ultra-Orthodox (Haredi) Jews regard the State of Isracl as a mandate aberration, believing that only God can truly
restore a Jewish Commonwealth.

Continued on the next page
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Salutation of the Dawn

Frow a Segd

Listen to the exhortation of the dawn!
Look to this day!

For it is life, the very life of life
Jn its brief couvse lie all the
verities and vealities of your existence,
the bliss of growth, the glory of action,
the splendor of beauty.

For yesterday is but a deecam and
tomorrow is only a vision,
but today well lived makes
every yesterday a dveam of happiness
and every tomorrow a vision of hope.

Look well, thevefore, to this day!
Such is the salutation of the dawn.

articles about Iranian Jewis

IRANIAN JEWISH WOMEN'S ANTHOLOGY

We are creating an anthology of writings
by Jewish women of Iranian heritage.

Please send your poems, short stories, novels and/ or research papers and
h women in Farsi or English to:

Iranian Jewish Women's Anthology Include biographical information
Women’s Studies Department - BAL 43 and a picture (optional)

Old Dominion University For more information contact us at:
Norfolk, Virginia 23529. FaridehD(@aol.com
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Happy

Pesah 5759

very year, we gather together with our
E families and friends to recreate the story

of Exodus and celebrate our passage to
Freedom. It is no easy task keeping the Seder
experience perpetually meaningful. Indeed,
without additional help, the yearly repetition of|
the Haggadah text may bring abour
diminishing returns - causing us to lose a
valuable opportuniry for learning and sharing
with our loved ones. After all, a Seder is meant
to teach us, inspire us, and delight us.
On of the hallmarks of the seder is associated
with asking of questions. We are encouraged -
even more, we are required - to ask questions
of others, of our texts, and of ourselves, in
order to better understand who we are as
individuals and as a people.

The following questions are presented as
“samples” to be used at your seder and
throughout Pesah. Some are meant simply 1o
stimulate thought and discussion. Other may
require some advance research. Reading
through a source book or an annolated
Haggadah before the seder will be very helpful

in enriching your Passover holiday.

From us... to...you. Enjoy!

» For the eight days of Pesah (seven in Israel), we
eat no hametz.. Even more, we must dispose of
all hametz. what does hamerz symbolize, and
what can we leamn from the fact that we must
thoroughly dispose of it?

o The word “seder” has the same root as the
word “siddur.” What does the root mean, and
what do the two uses of the word have in
common?,

* The seder is, perhaps, the most elaborate home
ritual in the entire Jewish calendar. Why do

you think this is? Why is the seder
traditionally celebrated in the home and not in
the synagogue ?

How many times does the name Moses appear
in the Haggadah?

Why is there such a conscious effort to
eliminate references to Moses? 1s it only to
highlight God or are there some other historical
reasons?

The Haggadah teaches that in each generation,
each person is obligated to view him/herself as
if he/she personally left Egypt. How does the
seder differ from a simple history lesson?

For those who attend a communal seder, how
does this differ from a family seder? What are
the advantages and disadvantages?

In Israel, Passover lasts seven days and there is
only one seder. Why are there two sedarim in
the Diaspora?

It is customary for the leader of the seder to
wear kirtle. 'When else is it customary to wear
one? What symbolism can you find in this
garment?

While any type of Kosher for Passover grape
wine may be used at the seder, it is preferable
to use red wine for each of the four cups. Can
you think of a reason for this?

Why are there three marzor at the seder? (We
only use two loaves on Shabbar and Yom Tov.)
What symbolism can you think of the number
3?7 (For example Abraham, Isaac, Jacob;
Kohan, Levi, Yisrael: etc.)

How many other items in Haggadah and in
Judaism occur in 3'57

In light of this symbolism, why do you think
the middle matzah is broken?

All matzah has holes. Do you know why?
(Hint: they have a practical purpose.)

Source: United Synagogue Review Magazine
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An Argument for Integ umenfm
J
The body - we've learned
Js ninety-per-cent water.
TJt's outer surface - The largest organ
Contains this living liquefaction
Whithin which
The remaining ten-per-cent
Carry out their appointed tasks
In peristaltic pulsations
That impel the aqueous solutions
Te pgrcain’m H-\muah
Fﬁermenble me.mbr'nhe.s-
What miracles enable this
Magical membrane
To embrace and nourish within itself
The myrinc[ parts
That work so wondrously
T.hmusk a |ife:ﬁme
Of putting one fou’r steadily
In froh‘} nf the other

Of the intricate complexity -
The smooth synchronicity

That impels this ten-per-cent of
T.'ighﬂy meshed

:le'gr!*wined and ihi‘e.rdepehclen‘*
Entities — to fuhc:ﬁan?

Without this w::“-desisned cover

That holds

The titanic l‘en-pe.r-ceni

f:;o heaﬂy pnckaged,

Each part in its nppﬂihi'e.cl p]nce - Would we be
Forever doomed

To spend our lives

Careening thither and yon

While we remain blissfully unaware !

JIna perpe’rua' prcgreﬁsiah

i
Toga_ﬂmru a1, LY Dharena Inpaeid

C’t F.:-.ile:]‘ attempts - To hold curselves c)
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NORIMA'S CORNCK

Norma Glickman

A DEFINING MOMENT?

I was glad they couldn’t see the tears,
salty as the mist of ocean spray that blew on
my face. 1 could still see them clearly, my
friends standing on the dock at Haifa, waving
to me and shouting their ‘bon wvoyage’
greetings for my journey back to London.

Amidst the din and bustle of a ship
pulling away from harbor, and the jostling of
passengers trying to find a place at the rail, |
thought I was imagining the sound of my
name coming over the P.A. system. But then
it came again, loud and clear, requesting that
passenger Norma Crown please report to the
purser’s office.

Shyly, I could see the curiosity on the
faces of the other passengers - not one of
whom I recognized. In all of my rather
sheltered 23 years, this was the first time I
was undertaking such a venture completely
alone - and the anxiety over my unexpected
summons to the purser's office, combined
with the fear that | might somehow be in
trouble, though I couldn’t imagine what for,
made me feel terribly alone and abandoned.
My throat obliged by becoming dry and
constricted. I felt the sweat break out on my
forehead and the palms of my hands.

Somehow, I found my way to the
purser's office, and a very handsome (I
realized later) young sailor handed me a
yellow envelope - it was a telegram. My
sweaty hands now shaking with fear - I tore
open the envelope, together with its contents.
I had to sit down and piece them together,
before I was able to read the message, written

in the peculiar syntax employed by telegram
senders, when every word counts: “Uncle
better - don't return.”

With a sigh of relief, I dashed back to
the ship’s rail, where people were stll
waving - but I could no longer see my two
friends. Looking down at the widening
stretch of Mediterranean Ocean between the
ship and the dock - even the little pilot ships
had returned to shore - there was no doubt
that I was irreversibly on my way back to
London.

I've often wondered if this was a
defining moment in my life, and if so, exactly
what was it defining? 1 had traveled to Israel
with two friends. Mimi, a long time friend
from London, and Ingrid, a beautiful,
orthodox young woman from Denmark who
we met on board ship. Ingrid remained in
Israel, married and had seven children Mimi
returned to London the following year.

Had 1 remained in Israel, would I
have met a future husband there, instead of
embarking on a doomed-to-failure marriage
three years later in London? Who knows -
but the possible scenarios that played over
and over in my mind are endless - and
ultimately frustrating - because the reality of
the here and now - under our noses and
under our skin - is impossible to ignore. I
love my only child with all my heart. But
when I was young, I always knew 1 would
have lots of kids, I try to picture them in my
mind, and sometimes, I grieve for them.
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M.H.
G.N.

M.H.
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M.H.
G.N.

M.H.
G.N.

M.H.
G.N.

M.H.
G.N.
M.H.

G.N.

M.H.
G.N.

What are you hoping your readers will carry away from the story?

I think any good writing manages to reflect a part of the reader’s personal experiences.
What I am hoping is that the characters are compelling enough that the reader having
read the first two pages will stay with the story to the end.

Do you have an audience outside of the Iranian Jewish community and if so why would
they have an interest in this story?

I have a big audience in Europe and in the United States. The book became a best seller
in many other countries. I think the reason is that the story is unusual enough to
intﬂgueweshemnudimcehutrealmuughmgivethemasensemat they are reading
about issues that they must reckon with.

Why are you telling this story as opposed to any other? :
Islartedautwﬁﬁngastnryabnuthuwlmr&m]ewshadmpedI:ranal‘l:erthe
revolution, so I did a lot of interviews and learned about the manner of their escape
which fascinated me. Somewhere along the line I realized that the better question was
not how they escaped but why they escaped. Because the truth is that we have been in
Iran for over 2500 years and we have faced greater war than and persecution than this
revolution and except for migration of some people to Israel, we had never left Iran.

So wiy do you think we chose to leave now?

First because we had the possibility, second and equally important we were conscious
that other alternative existed to what we have learned to endure in Iran. That is why the
Iranian Jewish community is unique not only in terms of the experience of where they
live but also because of our faith that a better way of life is possible after millenniums of
history in Iran which basically kept repeating itself.

I have noticed most of the characters in your book are women.
I think women are better storytellers and have longer memories. When I was doing the
oral history research, most of the ones [ interviewed were woman.

Is this a “women’s book"?
It is a story of joys and hardship of being a woman in our society.

is there a connection between “Cry of the Peacock” and “Moonlight on the Avenue of
Faith"?

“Cry of the Peacock” told the history of Iranian Jews until the time of the revolution.
“Moonlight on the Avenue of Faith” is a continuation of the story of the Iranian Jews
after the revolution.

Do you think your future books will mostly have a Persian Jewish theme?

I am working on another book called “Sundays Silence”. It takes place almost
entirely in the United States. I think you can take the writer out of the ghetto but
you can not take the ghetto out of the writer! So invariably I will go back to the
theme and the issues that have shaped me as an Iranian woman.
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INTERVIEW

MOJGAN HAKIMI INTERVIEWS:

Gina Barkhordar Nahai

‘Moonlight on the Avenue of faith is the latest work of the well-known Iranian author Gina

Nahai. Gina a dedicated mother of three lives in Beverly Hills with her lusbands Hamid. 1 enjoyed
Gina's company, a lady with great empathy for human pain and a gift to tell us what we perhaps already
know in a different and dynamic way.

Margun Hakimi

M.H:

G.N:

M.H.

G.N:

M.H.
G.N.

M.H.
G.N.

M.H.
G.N.

Tell the Shofar readers a little about yourself?

I was born in Tehran and went to a boarding school in Europe. I came to the United
States in 1977 continued my education at UCLA and obtained my Masters in
international relation and creative writing, I have thought creative writing at U.S.C.

How do you think that your past experiences have shaped you into the person that you
are now?

I think that because I had parents that expected more from us, each one of us has the
awareness that there are many different “avenues” to take in life.

Hence the title of the book “Moonlight on the Avenue of Faith.”

This is a story about different characters that each in a different way is seeking an
alternative to the destiny they have been assigned from birth. It centers around this
particular family who has faith in their ability to change their destiny, The question is if
faith and desire alone is enough to do this.

Do you believe in destiny?
Absolutely,

How does that reflect in your book?
The whole book is a story of struggle between a sense of intractable destiny and a desire
for personal choice and freedom.




“TEMPLE TO
THE STARS’

Continued

Iranian American Jewish Center,
welcomes Jews of all backgrounds,
said Delijani, who is also its new

Torah scrolls wrapped
velvet down Crescent Heights
Boulevard as ecstatic people with
outstreiched arms awarmed them 1o
touch or kiss the sacred texts,

The dedication of the center
was a milestone for the Iranian
American Jewish community in Los
Angeles, many of whom
immigrated only 20 years ago when
the pgovernment of  Shah
Mohammed Reza Pahlavi
collapsed and Ayatollah Ruholla
Khomeini’s Islamic fundamentalist
regime scized control of the
country.

Delijani said about 30,000
Iranian American Jews live in the
Los Angeles arca, the largest
concentration of the population in
the United States. Though the local
community was served by about 10
temples, some¢ with schools and
facilities for gatherings, there were
“none as big as this one,” he said

Despite the festivities, there
was a touch of melancholy for
some members of Beth EL as the
ceremony made official something
they had known would be inevitable
for a long time - the tuming over of
their temple to others.

“It’s quite an experience and a
litle sad” snid Frances Linsk.
president of the temple from 1993
to 1997 and a member for 35 vears.
“It's something we have 1o get used
o.”

Founded in 1922, the
Hollywood Temple Beth El, once

onc of the top synagogues in
California, with a congregation that
not only numbered more than 1,000

but also included Hollywood
glitterati. Among its members
were the ‘Wamer  Brothers,

cosmetics mogul Max  Factor,
Universal Pictures founder Carl
Lacmmle. Producer Joe Pasternak
and film stars Carmel Myers and
Edward G. Robinson.

The temple’'s curremt 55,000
square-fool complex, opened in
1952, was funded in part by the
Warner and Factor families, temple
officials said.

Bui as members aged and their
children moved away, Beth El's
congregation shrank. By last
summer the number of people
attending Saturday services in the
main sanctuary built for 1,200 had
dwindled 1o as few as 50, with an
average age of about 75 or 80, said
the lemple’s immediate past
president Sanford Gaum.

In August, the Beth El

members were Sephardic Jews from
the Middle East.

The sale was a maich made in
heaven, Gaum said.  Beth El
members had hoped to maintain the
building as a synagogue rather than
selling to developers who might
tun  the  properly into
condominiums, The conservative
Ashkenazi  congregation  also
believed it had more in common in
many ways, with the new
conservative Sephardic
congregation than it would with
orthodox or reform Ashkenazi
congregations, Gaum said.

The new Sephardic members,
who already number more than
600, now hold Saturday services in
Farsi and Hebrew in the main
sanctuary while the Ashkenan
congregation, whose services are in
English and Hebrew. has moved
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into a smaller auditorium in the

compiex.

“We missed being here,” said
Linsk of the main sanctuary, which
has wood pancling stained-glass
windows and balcony seating. as
well as the ark containing the
Torah scrolls. ~ But we have lo
adjust.”

Zvi Dershowiiz, rabbi emeritus
of Sinai Temple who currently
conducts the Ashkenazi services,
said the new center should be
celebrated by all Jews.

When Iranian Jews fled to the
United States 1o escape persecution
20) years ago, Ashkenazi Jews in los
Angeles welcome them with open

Dershowitz led efforts to help
Iranian Jews immigrate legally,
American society. Even now, “ we
should invite them into our homes,”
Dershowitz said.  “We have much
more in common than not - the
same God., the same history (of
persecution). We only speak
different language and different
accents.”

The new center is also
revitalizing  an underutilized
temple, iis current leaders say.

Much more than a place 1o
hold Saturday services, Delijani
said, the center will be a place
where people of all ages can gather
and get 1o know cach other seven
days a week. Eventually there will
be a school, a senior center and
even athletic facilities at the site, he
said It will also host concerts,
weddings, bar mitzvahs and bat
mitzvahs,

As for people who arc less
enthusiastic about the change,
Gaum said, “there’s mo point in
talking about the great things that
happened 50 years ago. That's for
telling stories at tea time.”

“Hollywood Temple Beth El
had a long luxurious life.” Gaum
said. “We've given it another life.
We're rcborn. B
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& RENEWED
‘TEMPLE TO THE STARS’

The ceremony to transfer new Torah scrolls to the new Iranian American Jewish
Community Center in Los Angeles on Sunday February 14, 1999, received an extensive
coverage in the local newspaper, radios and television stations. The following report
written by Caitlin Liu, Los Angeles Times staff writer appeared in “Metro” Section Of the
Los Angeles Times on Monday February 15, 1999.

ore than 1,000
people celebraied the
inauguration of a

new lmnian American Jewish
center Sunday at a  historic

Hollywood site that was once
known as “the temple to the stars.”

“This has been a dream of our
community for many years,” Said
Ezat Delijani, president of the
Iranian American Jewish
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Federation, which purchased the
Hollywood Temple Beth El last
August for $2.8 million.
The temple. now
Hollywood Temple Beth E1 /
Continued on the nest page,

called




EDITORIAL

Eli Kantor

SALEH NOE MOBARAK

Saleh Noe Mobarak! Happy New Year! Hag Sameach! Happy Passover to all the
readers of Shofar.

This year Pesach begins on the evening of March 31%, just 10 days after Noe Ruz. Both
holidays celebrate the coming of spring and rebirth. The Jewish people were liberated on
Passover and born as a nation when they crossed Yam Suf, the Red Sea. The crossing of the Red
Sea was similar to a newborn baby exiting the birth canal, when its mother’s water breaks, and it
enters this world. Significantly, we eat hard boiled eggs at the Seder which represent rebirth,
just as nature is reborn and renewed in the springtime after lying dormant all winter long. Also,
we eal sabzi, parsley and other greens, which symbolize spring.

All winter long, the garden and the fields are sleeping, and we 100, mere mortals like the
bears who hibernate, fail to accomplish anything of significance, until spring comes bursting
forth with new energy and we are awakened from our slumber. As King Solomon said in the
Song of Songs:

“Arise my beloved,

My fair one, come away!

For now the winter is pas,

The rains are over and gone,

The blossoms have appeared in the land,

The time of singing has come,

The song of the turtledove is heard in our land.”

In the Passover Hagadah it is written that: “In every generation, people should feel as if
they were liberated from Egypt.” Interestingly, the world in Hebrew for Egypt, Mitzrayim, also
means “narrow straights”. Thus, we should view Pesach as a time for personal spiritual
liberation from whatever enslaves us. Be it drugs, alcohol, gambling, sex, work, money, power,
food or toxic relationships.

We should utilize the spiritual energy of Pesach to liberate ourselves from our own
“narrow straights”, and the servitude of our addictions. Significantly, “spring” has several
meanings in English, which hint at the suspiciousness of this period of time for spiritual growth
and liberation. In addition to the season between winter and summer, as a verb, it means to
move suddenly forward or upward; and to shoot up. We should take advantage of this special
time to move forward in our own spiritual development. There is another meaning too, as a
noun, a source of water issuing from the ground. Thus, we should cleanse our souls, from the
poison of toxic relationship, and the pollution of bad habits, and be reborn and renewed, just like
our gardens are on Saleh Noe and Pessach. Hag Sameach to all our readers.
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1317 N. Crescent Heights Blvd.,
Los Angeles, CA 90046
Tel: (323) 654 - 4700
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Chief Coordinator
Dr. Rouben Melamed

* Shofor is a publication of the lranian American
Jewlsh Federation, a non-profit organization. * All
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quoled source. * Reprinting or quoting of contents
of Shofar is subject 1o permission of Shofar.
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contents of advertisements.

Editor-in-Chief
Simon (Sion) Ebrahimi

Founding Editor
Guitta Karubian
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ADVERTISE IN SHOFAR

Full Page (inside) «.e...5250
Half Page .....cccouneeeea 8150
One Third Page ..... $125
One Fourth Page ... $100

FOR INFORMATION
PLEASE CALL Ms. VICKY
AT (323) 731 - 2531

COVER STORY
SPRING BY KALMAN ARON

Born September 14, 1924 in Riga, Latvia,
Kalman Aron, attended art schools in Europe on full
scholarships. Entered the United States in 1949 and
was naturalized in 1955. Since entering the United
States, Kalman has been active in the Los Angeles
area as a professional artist and teacher of art.

Kalman Aron, who has been an inmate of
Nazi concentration camps during the World War II,
resides in Los Angeles with works represented in
many collections throughout the United States and
Europe.

We will be having an interview with Kalman
in our next edition.

A SIMPLE COMPUTATION

SHOFAR
GOES OUT TO 5,500 ADDRESSES

The cost of mailing out 5,500 flyers to 5,500
households is a minimum of $1,000.
A full page of advertisement in Shofar costs $250,
(and the envelope doesn’t get tossed into the waste basket)

IT DOESN'T TAKE A GENIUS TO
FIGURE OUT THE COST EFFECTIVE-
NESS OF ADVERTISING IN

SHOFAR
(FARSI OR ENGLISH)

WE’LL MAKE SURE 5,500 HOUSEHOLDS
SEE YOUR ADVERTISEMENT




TUESDAY
TUESDAY
TUESDAY

TUESDAY

JUDAISM 4 SINGLES

A Weekly Edu-Social Event For Those L

3/16/99

3/30/99

4/13/99

LOCATION:

8.00PM-8.30PM
8.30PM-9.30PM
9,30PM-9.45PM

9.45PM-10.15PM

To Sponsor An Event Please Call 310-652-8349 For More Information

Conducted BY
Rabbi David Zargari

INTERMARRIAGE IN OUR SOCIETY. OK ORNOT?
CHOOSING A PROPER MATE
PEACE AND TRANQUILITY WITHIN A FAMILY

INTIMACY & SEXUALITY

TORAT HAIM CONGREGATION

MAIN SANCTUARY

1026 SOUTH ROBERTSON BLVD
(CORNER OF ROBERTSON & OLYMPIC)
REFRESHMENTS

LECTURE

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

COFFEE, TEA, CAKE

ooking For More Than Just Getting Together!
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