D e )

iaran (i ; ml. P e
e SR HUS9e Haawlid 4 R

, - VA48 5 - BVAA bl - VY sl




LAW OFFICES OF

KOOROSH BANAYAN
& ASSOCIATES

G
Olylon g Hlila (959

JLo VY 51 G b oy U
£ 507 Gy 318 33 ZIIF g 4ol

(0l 51 g S50
LS 51 Mot (et Byl LS 9P

1 (323) 782-0066 |
Facsimile (323) 782-0061

8383 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 345
Beverly Hills, CA 90211

2




-
(a2
<C
=
O
=
o
O
Lid
-
- -
—
—
—
(a4
<
=
Tp)
(A
(]
<
(a <
'—-

[Four Partfolis Performer”]

INVESTMENT ADVISORS

Publisher of ]"ulpr Action Performer Market Lester SHORTEX™

PORTFOLIO MANAGEMENT
1897 Composite Return*: 29.13%

1/1/98 — 6/30/98; Comp. Return®: 29.61%

AS PRESIDENT OF TECHNOMART R.G.A., INC. INVESTMENT ADVISORS,
H. JOSEPH E. PARNES HAS SERVED THE INVESTMENT COMMUNITY FOR OVER

TWENTY YEARS. FEATURED IN WORTH, FORBES, THE DAILY RECORD,

WALL STREET TRANSCRIPT, BARRON'S elc..., HE CONTINUES TO

GAIN WORLD-WIDE RECOGNITION AS A LEADING MONEY MANAGER. WITH OVER

$60 MILLION UNDER MANAGEMENT, PARNES APPEARS AS A REGULAR GUEST

ON SEVERAL NATIONALLY SYNDICATED FINANCIAL RADIO SHOWS. TECHNOMART
ACHIEVED A 29.13%° COMPOSITE RETURN FOR 1997 AND A 10 YEAR COMPOSITE

YEARLY RETURN OF 25%* FOR PORTFOLIO MANAGEMENT. TECHNOMART'S
PROFESSIONAL INVESTMENT AVISORY SERVICES INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING
FEATURES:

Custou.iized Portfolio Management
Hourly Hot Line Advisory Service
Tape-Action Performer Market Letter “SHORTEX"
“SHORTEX" Comp. Return*;
1/1/98 - 6/20/08

Long: 28.90%, Short: 32.74%
Long and Short Positions
Stocks, Bonds, Mutual Funds, and IRAs

WHETHER YOU ARE IN THE EARLY STAGES OF WEALTH ACCUMULATION OR A
SEASONED INVESTOR MANAGING A PORTFOLIO YOU HAVE SPENT A LIFETIME
BUILDING, TECHNOMART WILL STRUCTURE A CUSTOMIZED PORTFOLIO
MANAGEMENT PROGRAM DESIGNED TO MEET YOUR FINANCIAL NEEDS

CALL FOR A FREE
MARKET LETTER &
INFORMATION KIT!

1-800-877-6555

Visit our website

www.Technomartrga.com
www.Shortex.com

TECHNOMART R.G.A., INC. Investment Advisors
401 Washington Avenue, Suite 801
Baitimore, Maryland 21204-4806

{410) 828-6555 Fax: (410) 828-6584

*No claim Iz made that future recommendations will be as profitable as past
performance or that they will not resull in losses.
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BOOK REVIEW

iy
L | d LY

Simon (Sion) Ebrahimi

FROM CRY OF THE PEACOCK
TO
MOONLIGHT ON THE AVENUE OF FAITH
. = o

The first time I took to pen and wrote
in Shofar about my own ghetto, Esfahan's
Juyy Bar, I was overwhelmed by the positive
reaction | received from my readers. Since
then, | have often asked our readers to write
about the various ghettos they grew up in, to
preserve this wealth of memory that, I am
convinced, is invaluable not only to us
Iranians but to anyone interested in the
history and the ways of life of Iranian Jews.

Alas, the Farsi language is not the
proper venue for such work in this country.
We needed a writer to translate our
memories into English.

So it was until [ received the book, L J
“Cry of the Peacock”, by Gina Barkhordar  Faith” (Harcourt, Brace) is due to be released
Nahai. Gina, who is a generation younger  in time for Norouz (March 20, 1999). This is
than myself, had written an unbelievable  the story of the lives of our people first in the
story about my ghetto, my Juyy Bar. Those of  years of the Shah, and then in exile, especially
you who have read this book know what I  in Los Angeles. This book, too, has already
am talking about. Those who haven'tread it, _ been praised by American publications.
should. Publisher’s Weekly has said in an advance

At the time of this book’s publication  review: “Spellbinding... marvelously com-
in 1991, my esteemed colleague, Mrs. Giti  pelling, a tale worthy of Sheherezade”.
Broukhim, did an interview with Gina in “Moonlight on the Avenue of Faith”
which she wrote about the book “one of the  will be available at all bookstores starting
most novels of the year”. The Washington = mid-March. A reception in honor of the
Post wrote: “This is an important novel  writer will be held at Dutton’s Bookstore in
which sheds light on a part of the world with  Brentwood on Thursday, March 18 at 6.00p.m

which Americans must reckon.” The Los On behalf of the Iranian American
Angeles Times said: “This is a spellbinding  Jewish Federation and the editorial staff of
story that is hard to put down”, Shofar, we wish Gina success, and promise to
Now 1 have learmed that Gina's follow up on the book with a future
second work, “Moonlight on the Avenue of interview.
40
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ROYAL PERSIAN PAINTINGS

THE QAJAR EPOCH 1785-1925

One of the most exciting cultural events of 1999 promises to be the exhibit of Royal
Persian Paintings due to open at the UCLA/ Armand Hammer Museum on February 24.

Organized by curator Layla S. Diba of the Brooklyn Museum, this is the first major
exhibit to explore visual arts in Iran during the Qajar Dynasty. It includes over 100 works, on
loan from thirty-six internationally renowned private and public collections in seven countries.
The works range in scare from miniature to monumental and will be presented thematically
within a chronological framework.

“Royal Persian Paintings: The Qajar Epoch 1785-1925" will be accompanied by a wide
variety of public programs including film, lectures, performances, and storytelling. Its
significance, however, transcends the purely artistic, as it signals an awareness within the
American society of the importance of the cultural heritage of the Iranians living here, and a
greater appreciation of our contributions to this land.

For museum hours and further information, please call (310) 443-7000.
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THE BRONFMAN YOUTH FELLOWSHIPS IN ISRAEL
APPLICATIONS AVAILABLE

Albany, N.Y. - Applications are now available for the 1999 Youth Fellowships in Israel.

The Fellowships, now in their 13* year, offer an opportunity for 26 students entering the
twelfth grade to spend five weeks in Israel this summer. Fellows will be chosen on the basis of
character, intellectual interests, special talents and leadership qualities. In the competitive
selection process, merit, not financial need, is the standard for selection.

While living in Jerusalem, the Bronfman Fellows participate in seminars and dialogues
with a diverse rabbinic faculty, representing a wide range of Jewish perspectives. They explore
Jewish text against the background of Israel’s land, culture and customs and meet with some of
Israel’'s prominent political and literary figures to examine contemporary issues in light of
Jewish history and tradition.

In addition, for the second year, The Samuel Bronfman Foundation will sponsor a
parallel group of outstanding young Israeli High School students, called Amitei Bronfman.
This is done in cooperation with Mifashin, a program of Charles R. Bronfman’s CRB Foundation
which for the past four years has been creating joint educational programming for Israeli and
Diaspora youth. The Israeli Fellows, who, like their American counterparts, will be chosen after
a rigorous selection process and represent a cross-section of contemporary Israel society, will
have their own educational programming as well as a week-long encounter with the American
Fellows. In explaining the purpose of the Fellowships, Edgar Bronfman said, “Our hope is to
open lines of communication among a group of outstanding young people on the major issues
confronting the Jewish people in all its diversity. In that process, we believe, they will discover
that there is a common Jewish agenda that transcends the differences among them.”

The Bronfman Youth Fellowships program begins on June 28, 1999 with a 2-day seminar
in New York City. The students return from Israel on August 4, 1999. All meals will be kosher,
and group activities on the Sabbath will be in keeping with the sanctity of the day. The
program, including round-trip international transportation, room and board, covers all
expenses, travel in Israel and incidentals.

High school students in the United States and Canada, who will be in twelfth grade in
the fall of 1999, may request an application form and detailed information by mail at the
Bronfman Youth Fellowship in Israel, 17 Wilbur Street, Albany, N.Y. 12202; by telephone at
(518) 465-6575; by fax at (518) 432-8984; by e-mail at yfi@bronfman.org or visit our web page at:
www.bronfman.org.

Completed applications must be postmarked no later than January 29, 1999. Finalists
will be notified March 1* and finalist interviews will be held during the week of March 14%,
Names of the 1999 Fellowship recipients will be announced on March 31%.
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Jewish Family Service of Los Angeles

NEW JFS TOLL- FREE NUMBER

CONNECTS A WIDE RANGE OF SERVICES FOR FAMILIES

Jewish Family Service of Los Angeles
(JFS) launched an advertising campaign in
November to publicize a new toll - free
number. The new number will make it easier
for families to access more than forty JFS
programs.  Providing excellent customer
service, a specially-trained staff person will
link toll-free callers with the right JF5
program to answer their family-related
needs.

Research has shown that many people
in the community are not aware of the range
of JFS services, which are offered at 26
locations in LA County. Some know JFS as
the agency, which helps the elderly. Others
know the agency as the place which reponds
to battered women and abused children. Still
others see it as the place to come for any kind
of conuseling for couples, teenagers, single
adults or seniors. JFS provides all of these
services and more.

The advertisement for the toll-free
number will target families seeking the

single-best source for family-related issues.
Responding to growing need for non-profit
programs, the advertising campaign markets
JFS services to a wide range of potential
clients, including families who are looking
for quality cost-effective care from a non-
profit agency as an alternative to private
services.

JES programs are competitive with the
best of the private sector. In addition to
offering such a wide range of services, the
agency has a 144-year tradition of providing
excellent care. JFS programs are admi-
nistered by highly skilled staff dedicated to
serving the community.

Some of these talented staff members
are featured in the new ad campaign, which
will run in the Jewish Journal for 12 months.
The new toll-free number is :

(877) ASK 4 JFS.

Please call Lisa Brooks, Director of
Marketing at (323) 761-8800 for more
information.

SHOFAR
Is looking for you.
Have a thought? A poem? A story or essay?

We're Listening.

36

ﬁ




Parvin's eyebrows were tweezed to thin
fashionable lines for the first ime. She kept
her eyes lowered in a virginal modesty. She
was wearing makeup and her provocative
bright red lipstick contrasted her head
slightly bowed in shyness.

When she reached the carpeted area,
her younger sister Farangis helped her to sit
on a Persian carpet, and fluffed her skirt
around her for a picture. She was a romantic
sight. She sat there most of the day looking
pretty. 1 was allowed to touch her dress and
feathers after much begging and only when
she was finished posing for that magnificent
picture.

Although she was offered the choicest
morsels, she refused to eat, afraid that it
might smudge her lip color. My aunt
Farangis asked me to help the bride with the
meal. Every time aunt Parvin opened her
mouth for a spoonful of rice, I giggled feeling
like a mother bird feeding a chick in her nest.
When finished, 1 picked at the leftovers
looking for something else to do.

Two belly dancers with colorful
dresses entertained the guests along with the
musicians. They changed behind a makeshift
curtain sheltered between the trees. 1 was
fascinated by their costumes and sneaked
behind the curtains to watch them change. I
was surprised to find out I was not the only
one interested and 1 was promptly kicked
out along with some male guests who had
had too much aragh with their kabobs.

My mother found me and told me to
join a group of women who were sitting
cross-legged on the carpet eating and
smoking waterpipe. She put a plate of
chicken and baghela polo, rice and fava beans
in front of me. [ put a spoonful in my mouth,
scanning the area for action at the same time.

Someone shouted for towels to be sent
to the far side of garden. Apparently a few
men including my father had decided to
refresh themselves in a water hole that a
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running stream had created. [ jumped up
and volunteered myself. It was a hot
summer day, and it was keif, a good feeling to
wash the sweat and dust off. | would have
liked for women to have a turn as well it was
decided that their modesty was at stake and
the place was too open for women to bathe.
Instead, a few women and 1 washed our
hands and feet in the stream. Then, | alone
lingered to watch the men exit the water with
their wet underwear. They got out one after
another to jump back in the shallow water
again. They all looked down at themselves
first then at me with a smile and 1 smiled
back. It was a matter of curiosity for me but
in a country where young girls are sexual
beings maybe the smile meant something
extra for them. My father's call finally
brought my mother back. She dragged me
away.

Eventually, it was dusk and the party
had to end. My father, acting as his sister's
guardian, wrapped a beautiful piece of cloth
around her waist, symbolically giving her
away. They hugged tearfully. The groom
took away my aunt in a black Mercedes
decorated with flowers. My grandmother
and aunts followed them singing and
clapping, tears streaming down their faces.

The musicians and dancers packed
and left. The carpets were rolled and loaded
again in the trucks. I climbed there and fell
asleep dreaming of white satin and feathers,
soft rhythm of Persian music and my aunt
singing vasoonak.

My grumbling stomach woke me up
from my dream on the way home, a reminder
that I had been too busy with curiosity to
make time for food. The leftovers were given
to workers. There would be no food at home.
After such bountiful day, filled with food,
fun and beauty, my hunger that day
foreshadowed our situation for years to
come.



The other bottle fell over when the truck hit a
big bump and its contents splattered all over
the place. I did not know if I needed to be
more anxious about loosing the baby food or
for spilling the milk over the food that was
designated “meat” and had to be separated
from dairy. When my mother finally arrived,
I threw the baby at her with the empty bottles
and left quickly before she could scold me.

I went snooping around to see what
all the excitement was about. There were
huge pots set up on top of makeshift coal -
burning stoves to prepare the rice and
various khoresh. Strong aroma of chopped
dill, coriander and fenugreek for khoresh sabzi,
an herb stew, was mixed with the milder
scent of chickens braised with caramelized
onions and turmeric. Many cooks were busy
putting meat on skewers for kabob,
alternating it with sour apples and onions.
There was food, food, every where. There
were various assortments of drinks, sharbats,
tea, and alcoholic drinks like aragh. There
was even aragh-flavored reshkak, an herb
found only in the mountains of Shiraz, for a
more exotic taste. An older cook with stubble
and a friendly face noticed my presence in
the cooking area and shoed me away with an
apple.

I had never been to a garden before.
The area was - private property and was
walled. There were numerous fruit, walnut
trees and grapevines in the compound.
Persian carpets were laid down on a large
clearing under the shade of old cypress trees
where the murmur of a stream going through
the woods was creating a soothing sound.
Wild mint grew on the side of the creek
filling the air with its scent. Some were cut to
flavor the tea later. Large pillows were set on
the edges for the guest to lean against. There
were extra pillows for the bride and the
groom for they had to be the most
comfortable of all,

Everyone was awed by the perfect
setting: “bah.bah,” how wonderful, how
delightful, they murmured. Some were even
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reciting poetry. Such romantic arrangements
always inspired Shirazis to express
themselves in the words of the great poets.

Three male musicians were playing
setar, santoor and donbak, humming the words
to the song, “doklitar Shirazi,” the Shirazi girl.
One inquired, “dokfitar Shirazi, let me see
your eyes so | could be content.” The other
responded, “Why would you want to see my
eyes, you shameless boy; haven't you seen
almonds in the market?” Many male guests
were lounging on the Persian carpets, playing
backgammon and drinking aragh. They
joined in with rhythmic snapping of their
fingers. As the singers announced the
beloved’s eyebrows to be like a bow, her face
like a moon, her hair raven, and her lips like
rosebud, the guests chimed in for the
repeated stanza, “They may be alike but the
price is higher.”

My aunt finally arrived with her
future husband. A path was cleared for
them. They passed between two rows of
friends and family who threw noghl, sugar
candy, at them:. Men clapped. Women
cupped their hands over their mouths, rolled
their tongues; the sound of their ululation
filled the garden with joy. My older aunts,
Behtari and Behjat, walked along with the
bride clapping and singing wasoomak a
traditional collection of Shirzazi Jewish
SOngs.

“oomadim o, bebarim, o, aroos khanom
khoshgeleh, we have come to take the bride
away and isn't she beautiful!”

“Koocheh  tangeh,  baleh,  aroos
ghashangeh, baleh, are the alleyways narrow?
Yes indeed! Is the bride beautiful? Yes
indeed!"”

“dast be zolfash nazanid, morvari badeh
baleh, do not touch her hair for it is braided
with pearls, yes indeed!”

Actually, my aunt's hair was
decorated not with pearls but white feathers
in a most beautiful headpiece. The white silk
bridal gown shimmered in the glow of sun
breaking through the trees in the garden.




Outside the workshops, experienced
craftsmen monitored young boys kneeling on

the cobblestones hammering away at
different utensils. My grandmother had to
bunch up her chador tight around her and lift
it up to avoid contact with the animals or the
dirty ground. We finally found the best price
for the pots we had brought from our home
and traded them with new ones to go home
with the bride. Their interior would be
coated with tin since copper changes the taste
of food. They would be shiny hammered
copper outside and gleaming silver inside
when the job was done.

Since the nicest pots were traded in,
we had to use cheaper ones at home our-
selves. Years later, when | was browsing in
an antique shop in New York City, I realized
what treasures we had given away. That
day, however, | was merely enjoying the
sights, sounds, a smell of various parts of the
ancient market place.

A group of Ghashghai women, a
nomadic tribe outside Shiraz, fascinated me.
They were known to be tough women, who
could move herds of sheep over the
mountains on horseback, a rifle on one
shoulder and a baby on the other. I had
mostly known women who looked powerless
and defeated by life. Ilooked at them in awe.
They walked tall and regal. Their strong
presence claimed the ownership of the space
they occupied. Yet they looked beautiful and
feminine. Their tribal costumes consisted of
many layers of long puffy skirts in bright
glittery colors of the desert. Large cuts of
fabric decorated with thin gold coins on the
borders were covering raven black hair, held
in place with long silk rectangular scarves,
tied loosely in the back. The group passed by
us creating music with the jingle of their gold
bangles and anklets; the rustle of their many
skirts gently moved the spiced air of the
bazaar. ]

Finally the shopping was done; the
quilt were especially designed and hand-
made with beautiful geometric stitching,
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filled with clean whipped cotton, and
covered with blue satin; pots and pans
arrived gleaming; the silver-covered toiletries
were delivered, delicate and regal; the new
handmade clothes were ready for everyone
including me.

The dowry was packed and delivered
to the groom's family with much formality.
In return, many large trays of sweets arrived
carefully balanced on the heads of the baker's
apprentices. Delicate chickpea cookies
shaped like clover leaves, puff pastry bows,
raisin cookies and bamieh (saffron-flavored
fried pastry) all arranged patiently and
artistically in gigantic pyramids. The trays
were marched through the streets for every-
one to admire the generosity of the groom's
family.

This was the first wedding in the
family since my grandfather had passed
away. My father and uncle, the two oldest
brothers, and my grandmother decided that a
garden wedding would be best. A house ina
ghetto was not exactly a perfect place for
such an auspicious ceremony.

A large truck with a canvas covered
back was hired to take the fruit, vegetables
and meat to the garden outside town.
Persian carpets and kilims were packed in it,
some ours and some borrowed.  When
everything was loaded, they put me in the
back to “be a big girl and watch for the food.”
I sat there with my pretty little white dress.
They put my baby sister, Nahid, on my lap
with couple of bottles. | was told to tend to
her. I was not sure if I was being really a big
girl or they were trying to get rid of me to do
their work without the million questions I
had to ask. A big part of me was sad to leave
all the excitement at home. At the same time,
I was delighted to be the first one at the
garden to watch the wedding preparation
closely.

One the dusty, bumpy, unpaved road,
my sister cried non-stop. [ fed her one bottle
just to quiet her down despite the orders
from my mother to save the milk for later.



KEMCMNPERING THE PAST

My aunt Parvin's wedding was the
subject of conversation for many decades
among the Jews of Shiraz. Even now, | meet
old people who recall the event as a most
memorable day in their lives. [ was six years
old then, with a boyish haircut and a strong
sense of unsatisfied adventure. This was the
first time I had the opportunity to see life
beyond the boundaries of our gloomy ghetto
and its unfriendly surroundings.

For weeks before the wedding, I
accompanied my grandmother as she
shopped to put a perfect dowry together. |
held on tight to a corner of her Chador not to
lose her among the masses of shoppers as we
visited different sections of the bazaar to
purchase the necessities.

Shah Karim Khan's bazaar is a center
of attraction in Shiraz. The king had chosen
the city as his-Capital since it is located in a
valley surrounded by impenetrable moun-
tains, often the only region not captured by
the many armies that had conquered the
Persian Empire.

The shah ordered a market place built
in Shiraz that would be the envy of the entire
Middle East. The cordon was wide allowing
easy access to large stalls lined up on either
side. The entire maze of corridors was
domed with handmade bricks and colorful
mosaics. Numerous windows beneath the
ceiling provided fanciful lighting that
illuminated the bazaar but kept away the
rays of harsh dessert sun.

My grandmother and I visited the
silversmiths’ market first, shopping for the

best quality silver and craftsmanship at the
lowest price. My grandmother finally found
the right person, one who could accommo-
date her needs without calling her a cheap
Jew. He was to encase with silver the
hairbrush, the wooden comb and even the
pumice stone used for removing the dead
skin from the soles of the feet.

In another section, we spent hours
choosing which fabric was not too soft or too
harsh to make a Kiseh, a wash cloth made in a
shape of square glove that rubbed the dead
skin off when bathing. The best quality
henna was purchased to soak the feed and
hands in celebration of the happy occasion.
We looked for the best gele zard, the yellow
clay to condition after the hair was washed
with konar, green powder made of pulverized
leaves, our herbal shampoo.

After  purchasing the bathing
necessities, we looked for the kitchen
gadgets. The banging of metal against metal
could be heard long before we entered the
coppersmiths'market. Far from the main
market place, this section lacked the
protection of a roof and the beauty of
handmade tiles and arched doorways. It was
the most chaotic secton of the bazaar.
Donkeys were allowed to carry their loads of
metal, fabric or fruit through the crowd of
shoppers and workers, littering the place
with their refuse that was accumulated until
the end of the day when city workers cleaned
the ground. The unpleasant smell along with
the deafening noise was an impetus to
settling deals quickly.
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TOUNG TALENT

Alex Nahai

ONCE UPON A DECEMBER MORNING

Once upon a December morning

Snowy, dreary, and very boring
| awoke with something at my door

I knew that the whole neighborhood was asleep
For 1 heard nothing, not a peep
Except for the knocking at my door

I jumped out of my bed, very scared
I opened the door, but found nothing there

Then I went back in my bed
And all was still, very dead

When I heard the knocking another time
I got very frightened and began to whine

I wondered what the sound could be
Maybe a ghost, coming to haunt me

I opened the door, and heard it creak
I felt sick, tired, and very weak

And I saw, right there on the ground
An ugly cat that made me frown

It ran in and jumped on my bedpost
Why it had come was unbeknownst
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I thought that perhaps, this cat had come
To tell me about my dad and mom

They had left me years ago
And filled me with hate, anger, and woe

The cat was still, didn’t lift a hair
It didn't budge, wasn't going anywhere

I asked the cat, “Are my parents coming back?”
And the cat simply laughed at that

“No way!" replied the cat
And scared stiff [ was at that

I would ask the same question every single day
“No way!” the cat would answer in the most
insulting way

The only words this cat knew seemed to be “No
Way!”

These words were all it used to answer my
question everyday

Forever, the cat would stay on my bedpost and
stare
And it was always still, didn’t lift a hair.




TOUNG TALENT

Sogol Haronian Hila Golchet
THE
BEGINNING PIECE
BEAUTIFUL DAY
Life is bittersweet
Like frozen lake
Or a rotten strawberry,

Like a rollercoaster
It has up and down
And like your heart
It doesn’t skip a beat
Untl it stops forever

You never know

How many beats
A life has
So treasure each beat
With each beat
Comes a memory
That is a piece
To the puzzle
Of your life
Some pieces are good The sun is shining
Some can be bad The moon is visible
But they all It's a beautiful day!
Come together For once there has been a miracle!
To complete you
The day was gloomy yesterday,
Once you are The sun was mad and decided to quit
Truly complete For the day
You will have the chance The rain was pouring
To bring to this world Mud everywhere
Someone else I still went outside - I really didn’t care.
To start their own puzzle _
With the first piece Today is different
You give him It is beautiful and bright
The beginning piece But I am here in my dreary room
Love Because [ have
The flu to fight!
30
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Monica Daneshrad

HOLA, SALUT, SALAM, SHALOM

To this very day, my relatives still insist
that I learn a second language. Always, my aunt
shakes her finger at me, accompanied by a firm
proclamation that “Each new language opens up
another door” And, as always, 1 nod in
agreement, just to appear polite, of course, while
internally laughing at what I have thought was
just pure nonsense. Who needed another
language? Why even bother? People understand
me. Where I live, English is the dominating mode
of verbal exchange. Basically, laziness not only
averted me from the appeal of learning another
means of communication, but also blinded me
from seeing the true fun of the entire process.

However, | had to resign from battle, as
my mother (and the school requirements) forced
me to sign up for the Spanish class. I arrived in
the classroom, knowing maybe one or two
phrases in the entire language (Hola, como esta?),
In the beginning, I was not performing as
profoundly as I would have liked, just barely
passing my exams (as well as an important
midterm-Dios miol). But my teacher, the beloved
Senora Ghiotti, would not let me give up just yet.
I remember how she would constantly say to me,
“Tu puedes hacerlo.” This time, I didn’t reject all
encouragement as 1 so stubbornly had with my
relatives. [ began reforming my attitude by
reciting my very conjugations daily: hablo, hablas,
habla, hablamos, hablais, hablan; and counting my
numbers: uno, dos, fres...over and over again.
Gradually all that rigorous studying became less
burdensome, even enjoyable to engage in, as |
found myself actually comprehending what I was
learning. No longer did I have to ask the kid next
to me to translate the announced page number or
our class notes. In fact, people were even (and
still are) asking me for help.

As | progressed in my acquisition of
Spanish through my years in high school, simple
sentences merged into paragraphs and
paragraphs into essays, but most of all, a burden
transcended into a permanent interest. 1 exulted
in each new grammar structure presented, for

they allowed me to manipulate the language in
my writing more effectively; especially for short
story and essay composition. But, in reality, it's
not the Spanish itself that appeals to me. Rather,
it's the joy that now I realize, languages as a

-whole, elicit for me. It doesn’t matter whether I'm

speaking Spanish or Farsi or even Pig Latin (if 1
only knew). I'm now omnivorous about learning
all languages. In fact, juts this summer I taught
myself how to read and write basic French. Also,
due to my family’s (more specifically aunt's)
persuasion, I listen more carefully to Persian
dialogue, attempting to pick up what I can by ear.

With each expression | internalize, | learn
to appreciate the rhythms of the culture from
which each language | am exposed to comes. The
unique sonorous qualities present i  each
language evoke certain images, all of which differ
pictorially. Through the Spanish literature ['ve
studied this year, I can visualize the pueblos of
Spain, the mysteriousness of the Gypsies (los
gitanos), and the fascinating airiness of the
dancing moon (la luma). And probably more
accurately since my familial roots lie in Persia, by
means of observation, | now associate Farsi with
the culture’s most enduring motif: the family
gathering, including images of the mounds of
food set festively on the table, the bustle of
children running in circles, and the warmth of a
Persian welcome as a guest arrives. Thus, from
my experience, languages offer more than just
words, but a continuous expansion of one’s sense
of diversity, therefore a more interesting vision of
the world, one that is open to new ideas. Now [
see, thanks to the persistence of my aunt, where
the opening doors lay hidden,

Using my proficiency of the Spanish
language, 1 now seek to give back what my
mentors have bestowed upon me by tutoring
other students. In my teaching style, not only do 1
emphasize attention to detail, but I also try to
communicate the enriching aspect of learning a
language, by constantly saying to them, whey
they're discouraged, “Tu puedes hacerlo.”




based on the universal belief in one God.” 1
read this interview several times and |
convinced myself that religion can not be
forced on anybody, and challenging religious
beliefs is totally useless. The only remedy is
to establish equilibrium, a balance and
conformity with the times. Destruction and
nullification was the destiny of the
communist regimes, which killed, burnt and
destroyed for seventy vears and tried to
eradicate religion and religious belief. Now
their successors are trying to create
equilibrium, and for this the world is
welcoming them.

In a time not too far in the past,
human beings, including girls and boys, were
hunted like animals and sold as slaves. No
religion in the world came forward to put an
absolute ban on slavery or the selling, buying
and exploiting of human beings. No one,
indeed, imagined at that time there would
come a day when there would be and end to
these brutal and shameful deeds, when the
intellect and rationality defeat cruelty, The
world witnessed the abolishment of the
import and export of human beings

throughout the world without a credit being
given to any particular religion. This was
accomplished without the forces of the UN or
the Human Rights Organizations or
contemporary mass media. Only the force of
human determination and morality was in
play.

Let us look forward to the day when
all hateful writings are eradicated and
abolished, when no one will be allowed to
commit cruelty or discrimination, and when
no man is imprisoned by false and whimsical
judges who rely on baseless religious edicts.
Comprehending the message 1 am trying to
deliver is more important than agreeing or
disagreeing with my thoughts. I respect all
readers who disagree with my ideas, but
understand my message, for my main goal is
“delivery of the message.”

Bertolet Brecht once said, “Remember
us when the times come that a man rushes to
help another man and humanity supports
humanity.” Let us look forward to a day
when man reaches the height that no one but
God can envision.

IRANIAN JEWISH WOMEN'S ANTHOLOGY

We are creating an anthology of writings
by Jewish women of Iranian heritage.
Please send your poems, short stories, novels and/or research papers and
articles about Iranian Jewish women in Farsi or English to:

Iranian Jewish Women's Anthology
Women's Studies Department - BAL 43
Old Dominion University

Norfolk, Virginia 23529,

Include biographical information
and a picture (optional)

For more information contact us at:
FaridehD{@aol.com
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the dreadful consequences to himself, and
obtained from the Shah a decree firing
Etemad-Adoleh from his position, putting an
end to the madness. Or the case of the
wonderful priests who hid many Muslim and
Jewish children in Bosnia and in Germany in
the basement of their churches.

But, there is no assurance that a
prejudiced Priest, Mullah or Rabbi, in order
to protect and preserve his personal political
and economic interests, will not start
brainwashing his flock against other
religions. This could start a bloodbath so
vast, like in Bosnia that the UN would not
dare to step in. Such things are happening as
you read this in Yugoslavia, Ireland, Sudan
and the Middle East.

Christianity and Islam are not even
mentioned in the Torah, because they came
into existence respectively 1300 and 1800
years after it was written. However, there are
some extremely negative statements about
non-Christians while at the same time
conforming Judaism. Similarly, there are
shameful and dark remarks against both Jews
and Christians printed in Farsi treaties such
as Jews and Christians being untouchable,
despite containing common grounds with the
rules of laws of Judaism. Such writings as
well as edicts put forth by some powerful
religious leaders have repeatedly been
responsible for pogroms, massacres, as well
as individual acts of hatred that have
changed the course of history for the worst.

[t was not Igal Amir who assassinated
Yitzhak Robin, the peaceful warrior and a
champion of peace. His act was a reaction to
and the result of the words and speeches of
the so-called fanatic Jews and their like-
minded fellow Jews. It was not the Christian
Serbs who captured several dozens innocent
Muslim children and women, locked them in
a house and set the house on fire, This was
the reaction of centuries of hateful religious
preaching.

Yes! They did what they were told.
But it was centuries of indoctrination by their

preachers that triggered it, and we shall
unfortunately witness similar incidents in the

future,

Once 1 was listening to a speech by a
state Senator in which he repeatedly referred
to human rights. I asked him afterwards if he
really believed that the UN and super-power
nations really cared about human rights.
When he answered that he was quite sure
they did, I reminded him of the many

instances that religion has been responsible
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for the abuse of human rights, and
mentioned the case of Salman Rushdi as the
latest example. 1 then asked whether it
would be advisable to have an international
law banning the issuing of formal or informal
religious decrees and edicts, like the one Mr.
Salman Rushdi now faces? The Senator said,
“Write this down and I shall hand it over to
the proper authorities, especially the Office of
Human Rights in the UN, for I, myself, am a
member of the Human Rights Commission of
the US Senate.” Idid as he asked, but I never
heard from him or about it again.

I mention this only to draw attention
to the adverse effect of religious edicts on
human rights. All inventions, discoveries
and initiatives were first a simple “thought”
or “hypothesis,” later turned into amazing
and admirable results. A new heaven will be
born, right on this earth, the day hate,
prejudice and resentment is eradicated from
all religions.

A long time after sending my letter to
the Senator, | read an interesting notion in the
“Payam” magazine and | mention it here
only for the sake of quoting news. In an
interview with a reporter in the Davos
Conference in Switzerland, Mrs. Masoomeh
Ebtekar, the Vice President of the Islamic
Republic of Iran, was asked by a reporter,
“Do you see any conflict between Islam and
Judaism?” Her answer was, “ Absolutely not.
We are all children of Holy Abraham. I have
faith that there will be a merger of all three
major religions of the world, ie. Islam,
Judaism and Christianity in the new century,




I remember my father saying,
“Education will eradicate this kind of
thinking.” But, in this day and age, even my
highly educated friends and personal doctor
is no different from the old neighborhood
baker in Kashan. Why?

In spite of the fact that he has been
exposed to Christian values during his
education abroad, he is still under the
influence of his past religious doctrine, and
there are may more like him throughout the
world.  Discrimination exists in wvarious
forms; in public and private gatherings,
practiced by literate and illiterate people.
Our good doctor is one of them. Why?

Let us not blame only my fellow
Iranians. People of all lands practice
religious discrimination. In Europe, Africa,
America and other countries, there is
prejudice against Muslims, Christians, and
Jews. Why?

Is it not astonishing to see Europeans,
Greeks, Sunni Muslims, Shiite Muslims,
Catholics, and Africans, some of whom have
pledged to serving the children of Jesus, all
living and acting in the black tunnel of hatred
and discrimination? Why?

Pope Pius XII, who was the leader of
Catholics during World War II, could have
saved millions of lives, and prevented all the
killing and destruction, but he did not. Why?

The Orthodox Christian Serb priests
could have saved the lives of thousands of

Muslim men, women and children in Bosnia

sooner and more effectively than the armies
of the UN could or the U.S could. He refused
to do so. Why?

Even religious leaders have provoked
and promoted bloodletting and killings. For
centuries during their fame and power, many
religious leaders of the three monolithic
religions could have saved millions of lives,
just as Mahatma Gandhi did in aborting the
murder of millions of Muslims by the
prejudiced Hindus of India, But they did not.
The Hindu religious leader once said, “All
doors of heaven are open to a Hindu who

kills a Moslem whose shadow has fallen on
him.” Why?

The answer as well as the root of the
question will remain alive among the Jews,
Muslims and Christians until the end of time.

Since discrimination is based in part
on negative writings of the great religions,
and since the stability and continuity of these
writings is tied to the stability and continuity
of these religions, discrimination will always
be with us in some form or another.

All prophets have tried to predict the
future to satisfy a basic need of human beings
to be prosperous and happy. But, history is
also a prophet, which predicts the future
based on the past. If we remain unaware of
the past, we can not build the future, Look at
the lengthy Crusades of the Ottomans,
including the massacre of 1.5 million
Armenians.

Considering the fact that almost all
the cruelties inflicted on all people over the
past centuries have been in the name of
religion, the neutralization of hateful
religious writings and edicts is the only way to
preserve the human rights of their followers.
Such an act will also avoid further cruelty in
the name of religion, eliminate the use of
religious edicts to created chaos and riots,
and prevent a few religious leaders from
enriching themselves and living a life of
luxury by exploiting the religious fervor of
their own flock.

It helps when sometimes; a wise,
moral and intelligent clerical leader is in the
seat of power, like Pope Paul II. He declared
formally that based on accepted and reliable
evidence, "the hands of Jews are not red with
the blood of Jesus Christ.” (Meaning all the
massacres, looting, rioting and burning Jews
suffered in the past for this reason have been
for nothing) Or in the case of Mullah
Mohammed Mohsen Feiz (in the 17
Century) who upon witnessing the massacre
of 150 Jews at the hands of Mohammed Beik
Etemad-Adoleh in Kashan, hurriedly ran to
the palace of Shah Abbas, without any fear of
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Norman Noorallah Gabay

HUMAN RIGHTS AND RELIGION

Once, when filling out an INS
application form for legal permanent
residency, Albert Einstein came across a
question asking him about his race. He
answered, “Of human race!”

It was in the news last February that a
conference was being held in Rabat, Morocco,
presided over by King Hassan II, about
“peaceful coexistence among the followers of
the monolithic religions of Judaism,
Christianity and Islam” in the hope of
establishing an increasing level of friendship
and goodwill among the participants.

Itis always delightful for a follower of
these religions to hear such news, and 1 am
especially pleased to see that the attention of
sages of the world is finally drawn to the
plain fact that it is not rational for religions to
have antagonistic attitudes toward each
other, as some do. Rather, they should
support and compliment one another in an
effort to maintain peace and security for their
followers.

Schiller once said, “Accumulating
ever-increasing power is not a wise way to
gain fame and power. Greatness comes
when we utilize power in logical, proper and
rational ways.”

People are not born with prejudice
and hatred. Religious discrimination being
the worst, | can not express the humiliation |
constantly suffered as a result of religious
persecution and prejudice during my
childhood in the city of Kashan in Iran in
1940's.

Often, I am forced to remember the
prejudice-infested environment of Kashan,
where | was raised. 1 have agonizing
memories of our neighborhood baker who,
persistently refused to put the loaf of bread I
intended to buy in my hands, as it was
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customary to do. He considered me, a 10-
year-old boy, as untouchable (najess), and
thought that touching my hands or coming in
contact with my flesh would make him
unclean. The origin and cause of this
dreadful misconception was his religious
discourse, usually read or told to him by
someone, more often than not, his mullah.
He had been taught that the Christians,
Zoroastrians and Jewish people are filthy
because they drink wine-containing alcohol,
which causes intoxication. A Jew, a Christian
or a Zoroastrian, whether he or she drinks
wine or not, is untouchable. The poor baker
was not aware that a 10-year-old boy knows
nothing about wine and ignorantly kept his
distance from this untouchable boy.

Despite my young age, 1 felt
humiliated and vigorously resented and
hated any kind of discrimination,
mistreatment and insult. [ recall my father
always saying, “the remedy for these wrong
doings is the advancement of knowledge,
and that in the future, the well-educated man
would never tolerate such capricious
attitudes.

Once | was talking with a close and
highly educated friend who is a medical
doctor. He loves wine and indeed drinks
more of it than any Jew. During one
discussion, I noticed a kind of anti-Semitism
in his remarks. I told him, “I notice that your
attitude towards Jews is not much different
from that of your father or of your ancestors.
I understand the difference between the
cleansing properties of alcohol and its
intoxicating effects. My objection is to the
philosophical aspects of this nonsense. Do
you cleanse ‘dirt’ with ‘dirt?” Why you, you
with your higher education?”

“It is an inherited trait,” he said.
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take the money used to build these many small
Kenisahs (synagogues) and use it to build
larger synagogues (such as FEretz Cultural
Center, Nessah Israel, or the new Iranian-
American Jewish Center) where we can adhere
to our traditional Sepharadic rituals and
customs without Ashkenazik influence?

Another factor leading towards the
schism (i.e., separation) in our community is
the type of Jewish education (or lack thereof)
that children receive. The school to which one
sends one's children directly influences their
religious views. Unfortunately, since there are
no true Jewish Sepharadic school system
{except for the new Eretz-Alliance school),
Persian-Jewish parents are essentially forced to
send their children to either public or Reform,
Conservative or Orthodox schools to maintain
their children's Jewish identity. Indeed 1 have
experienced all these types of schooling
throughout my educational career; viz., | have
attended a Reform elementary schoal (Valley
Beth Shalom Day School), a Conservative
middle school (Abraham Joshua Heschel Day
School), and a Modern Orthodox high school
(Yeshiva University High School of LA—
YULA). Throughout these experiences | have
learned and appreciated the different aspects of
Judaism.

However, I would strongly disagree
with someone sending their children to strict
Orthodox schools. Unfortunately, in most of
these schools their rabbis are very insular
individuals who attempt to teach the students
their austere (and sometimes nonsensical)
Ashkenazik beliefs. For example, they teach
their students that if someone drives on
Shabbat—they are an evil person and God will
punish them. Moreover, they teach them that it
is all right to disobey their parents and obey
their rabbi's word for the sake of religion.
Firstly, | wanted to ask these rabbis “Am | an
evil person for driving to the Synagogue
almost every Shabbat to pray to God and to
listen to the reading of the Torah?" And
secondly, how dare these “so-called” rabbis
teach their students to disobey their parents—
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what ever happened to the commandment of
honoring your parents?

One of the only few Persian rabbis |
have the highest respect and praise for is Rabbi
Hacham Yedidia Shofet who is the prime
religious leader of the Iranian-Jewish
community worldwide. Rather than causing
separation and alienation, this remarkable

‘rabbi has promoted unity and acceptance to all

Persian-Jewish people. This pious individual
has indeed maintained our traditional Persian-
Jewish culture, religion, and identity while
living in America—without becoming too
extreme like other Persian rabbis.

We are certainly one of the oldest
groups of Jews in the world—lasting for
almost 3,000 years in Iran. One of the reasons
we have lasted so long is because we have
never labeled ourselves: there was no
difference between a Persian-Jew that went to
Temple every Shabbat and one who went only
on Yom Kippur—we were always simply
Jews. Indeed, since the time of Queen Esther
and Mordechai (who both lived in Hamadan,
Iran) we Persian-Jews have had such a
magnificent and meaningful tradition which
has lasted for millennia, and Be ‘ezrar Hashem
(God-willing), without  denominationalism
and extremism, it will last for many more to
come.

00 XX 00

Houman Kashani earned his Bachelor of
Sciences in Physiological Science from UCLA
and is currently a medical student attending
Northwestern University Medical School. He is
also a board member of Eretz Cultural Center
in Reseda, CA. Any comments can be directed
to:  “h-kashani@nww.edu”. In addition, the
author would like to thank his father Dr. Ata
Kashani, Parvaz Farnad, Michael Rad, and
Michelle Yadegari for their constructive
suggestions,



writings on customs and different traditions, he
respected other approaches to Judaism without
espousing or rejecting one or the other. In so
doing he wanted to avoid a solid authorit-
ativeness (as one can clearly see within Ortho-
doxy).

The beauty inherent in Judaism is that
there is no right way to practice it. | consider
Judaism to be a live and vibrant religion; and
as with anything that ages, it is inevitable for
slight changes to occur.

If one thinks about it, who really is to

from turning a light switch on Shabbat. The
argument the rabbis made before dealing with
this case was that the turning on of a switch
creates fire and that is a direct violation of the
Written Torah (Torah Sh’ Bichtav). Nowadays
there are essentially nmo sparks or fire that
develop from turning on light. What really
technically occurs when someone turns on a
light switch is that they are closing a circuit
allowing electrons to flow through a resistor
(i.c., the light bulb). Essentially no fire is
produced in this act. Another generation of
rabbis claimed that although no fire is
produced, it is prohibited to complete anything

say if either the Consery- : on the Sabbath—even an
ative or Orthodox appr- “...Rabbi Hacham electrical circuit. It is so
oach towards Judaism is Yedidia Shofet ... has | unfortunate that these types
right or wrong? During the P . of people claim religious
times of the Gemoraic and mdee‘? :rrmmrafnet:f o8, devotion through living an
Tannaitic  rabbis,  the traditional Persian- ascetic lifestyle.
}':l'jffs and practices ';‘f Jewish culture, religion, s &
Ism were constantly . TP “Do not separate yoursel,
subject to different interp- | aMd {dennry ifrﬁ:fe living rane your commininy,”
retations and implemen- in America...” —Pirke Avot (Ethics
tations. All one needs to do af the Fathers)

is open a Talmud or

Gemorah and one would see rabbis discussing
and sometimes arguing about many issues
through the Sanhedrin. Unfortunately, ever
since the canonization of the Oral Torah
(Torah Sh'Baal Pe), this conversation has
consequently ended and Judaism is no longer
allowed to grow—especially with the right-
wing Jewish groups who believe that there is
only one way to practice and be a Jew.
Furthermore, it is my contention that this type
of conformity goes against progress and can
only lead to mindlessness. Although an
extreme example, the theocracy seen in Iran
with the mullahs is exemplary of how a great
nation became one of the least modern and
successful in the Middle East. In fact, it was
because of their fanatical religious teachings
that Jews in Iran were being persecuted.

There are many practices nowadays
that | believe should be subject to reevaluation.
Practices concerning topics such as Sabbath
and Kashrut must be seen in a more logical,
open-minded and modern approach. For
example, there is a law that prohibits people

rational approach towards Judaism which

should be more compatible with everyday
living, while keeping our traditional
Sepharadic Persian-lewish beliefs and prac-
tices. Most importantly, as Persian-Jews, we
must not allow our community to be torn by
denominationalism as seen in the Ashkenazik
community with the rise of Reform, Conserv-
ative, Orthodox and Haredi branches of

Indeed, I believe that there must be a more

* Judaism.
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Nowadays, people ask “Is so-and-so
Mazhabi (religious) or Bi-Din (not religious)?”
In essence, they are really asking if this person
is Orthodox or non-Orthodox, respectively.
Indeed, many Persian rabbis seem to be the
cause of this fragmentation through separation.
All one needs to do is walk down Pico Avenue
in West Los Angeles and see the plethora of
small denominational Persian synagogues
block after block. Although 1 have limited
knowledge of each specific congregation, |
have only one suggestion for most Persian-
Jewish leaders in our community; Why not




Houman M. Kashani

A RATIONAL PERSPECTIVE ON JUDAISIM

“The first of the Torah’s commandments
is to know that there is a God.”
—Muoses Maimonides (Rambam)

person without religion and faith in

God lacks meaning and content in his

or her life. Moreover, life as we know
it would simply be nonexistent if it were not
for God. This may seem to many of you quite
extreme and to others commonplace. Person-
ally, after going through life where 1 am learn-
ing more from various experiences and
through my medical education, | really can not
help but feel more devout toward God and

can match DNA's (deoxyribonucleic acid) data
storage and reproductive capabilities. Each day
most of us take ordinary acts such as seeing,
eating, tasting, smelling, and moving for
granted, consequently, we do not see that
anatomically and physiologically it is extrem-
ely complicated.

“Conformity kills.”
~Ralph Waldo Emerson

here are only a few religious leaders of
the past and present which I look up to

with extreme reverence. One such

Judaism and am able to

person, Moses Maimon-

appreciate life 1w a “Nowad peo ‘ ides (ak.a. Rambam)
greater extent, No a‘}_'ss’ P le ask ‘Is was a preat twelfth
so-and-so Mazhabi century physician, rabbi

All one simply

(religious) or Bi-Din (not

and mystic who lived in

needs to do is look : ’ Egypt. In addition to
around and in some ﬂmginm) 2" In ﬂ‘fence' tkey being a great scholar and
instances within 1o see | @re really asking if a person | ihe physician of the
the splendors of life, and, is Orthodox or non- Sultan, Maimonides was
most importantly, notice ” also fluent in Arabic (the
how much we must Orfhadﬂx’ resp m"y‘ lingua franca), Hebrew,

and Aramaic. [nterest-

depend on a higher
being. In my opinion there must be an impetus
which causes the planets to orbit for millions
of years without perturbation. If the earth were
just spinning a few miles further or closer
away from the sun life could not exist.

The human body (as well as most
other biological life forms) is a mystery in
itself. Its awesome complexity—from the
molecular level to the macroscopic tissue or
organismic level—baffles me and begs me to
ask who or what is the supernatural force
behind its creation.

Even when considering the zygote it is
miraculous that this diploid cell contains all of
the genetic information to make a human
being. Not even man can build a computer that
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ingly, many of his medical and Talmudic
works were written in Arabic since he felt it
was an “adequate and rich” language, while
Hebrew. he believed, was too confusing and
difficult to understand. Furthermore, he was
one of the most innovative thinkers of all of
Jewish history, for he was a transmitter and
creator of Jewish beliefs. Unfortunately, the
latter quality, viz. growth and creativity, seems
to be lacking in most of Orthodox Judaism,
especially in the insular Haredi (ultra-
Orthodox) Jewish group. Interestingly, my
professor at UCLA (who happens to be a
modern Orthodox rabbi) asserts that had
Rambam been alive today, Orthodox Judaism
would most probably reject him simply
because of his progressive views and
acculturated lifestyle. Furthermore, within his
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A COOKIE RECIPE SOCIALIST

Just about every other week I see or
read a piece by a well-kknown journalist
announcing the death of the American Spirit.

I would like to ask two questions:

First, how does the American Spirit
manage to revive itself with such regularity?

Second, how come such an obviously
commonplace event is regarded as
newsworthy by CNN?

The holiday season is upon us. We
are coming closer to the end of the year, [
was invited to a holiday party, so I cooked up
something special - my famous lighter-than-
air sugar nut cookies. These cookies have
been the pride of my kitchen, a secret recipe
I've honed to perfection. And when they
were served at the party, my fellow revelers
were in hog heaven.

As for me, I was having a marvelous
time; singing and decorating the tree, until I
found myself- comered by someone
preaching Recipe Socialism - share your
secret or be branded as a capitalist canine.

“Look,” | exclaimed, “you may not
have respect for private property, but forgive
me if I have the subversive conceit that a
person deserves what he earns by the sweat
of his brow.”

I could tell by the look on his face that
he was eager to lay his hands on one
particular undeserved gain, my cookies.

“But I am not lacking in the holiday
spirit. I would be happy to write down the
recipe of my famous lighter-than-air sugar
nut cookies for you. Give me your fax
number or I'll sent it to you on a proper file
card. A champion of the working class like
yourself may want to photocopy and

distribute it to all the bleeding hearts in your
neighborhood.”

After three more martinis, my cookie
recipe socialist corralled me near the buffet
table and, smiling; told me he was Texan. He
then gazed into my eyes and whispered, “A
colt untamed turns out to be a stubborn.”

Then, in a Texas-sized voice he
bellowed, “Look, pretty lady. I'm a God-
fearing man, and I expect to get your recipe
on my fax machine.”

I replied sweetly in my best southern
voice, “I have no patience with saints, and 1
don’t imagine that they would find me very
good company, either, but rest assured that |
will sent it to you.”

Later, as I walked out to my car, I
thought of all the anarchists [ know and love
and feeling a bit anarchic myself, decided to
insert in step four of the recipe about a half
gallon of orange-egg foam that would gush
out of the measuring cup and inundate the
Texan's kitchen counter. It would be
harmless but messy and more than enough to
make Mr. Share-the-Wealth crazy.

Then I thought what if I slip the recipe
into someone else’s fax machine and send the
holiday chaos all “round the country!” Or,
better yet, e-mail it to world! What a foamy
flurry of foreign fun!

I started to laugh out loud and
thought, “The American Spirit is alive and
well and full of spit, polish and creative
juices,

But then, as [ slipped into my
capitalist-running-dog car, I thought better of
it and decided, “That sugar cookie recipe
stays in the state!”




Bipedal Parila
The
Building blocks
Of the human spine
Thougl‘t quite a wondrous :lnign
Were never properly
Pre-tested
To withstand the strains
Of modern stresses.
Esp:.cin"!- in the lumbar region
Whose make-up is —
For some unknown reason
‘Hiah'y vulnerable to mild!isnmaﬂf
To aches and intervertebral twinges.
When lumbar curvature -
Starts to stray
TJust a skosh nﬁ: center
Where it really should stay -
"That loss ﬂf nlisnmn}
Be it ever so slight
Sends a fiery alarm
To receptors whose aim
Js to warn you of pain.
Pain that is racing
To nibble on nerves
Crushed between bones
In dimini-kﬁns curvas,
And that type of pain
J'd really prefer
To avoid, if J can
Or forever defer.
ﬂlmﬂrlmn
Was not meant to be
Rmming the earth
Vertically.
He has, to his peril
Cﬂniplﬂfﬁly_' igmr‘:d
His pm:'hlﬂ'r
Te fm toward
The ground.
When man first reached
Toward the sky -
He really should have learned
To Flyi
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delicate new buds on the trees - harbingers of the full flush of abundant green leaves - the
living canopies that cleanse the air we breathe and provide welcome shade from the heat of
summer’s sun.

The splendid synchronicity of the planets in their orbits around the sun - the stars in
their appointed places in the sheltering arc of the sky above and around us - the life-giving sun
and the abundance of the earth - the fresh sweetness of the air that follows rain. Morning's
blessed light - that unfailingly banishes the darkest night.

And the precious gift of awareness that enables us to experience all these wonders of
creation - of the world about us and the world within us - wonders that will never cease.

Norma Glickman

ON WATCHING
MY NEIGHBOR’S CAT

Tiger, tiger, burning bright*
In the forests of the night
Did the same immortal hand and eye
That framed your fearful symmetry
Also form the common cat?

You can see his feral forebears
In his softly padded paws
Which conceal his tigral weaponry
Of sharp and deadly claws

Tail as taunt as a climber's rope
A tingling twitch at its quivering tip
In the ardor of his steady gaze
Shoulders hunched -

As he stealthily stalks
His unsuspecting prey.

Do I clap my hands to alert the birds
Or let nature have its way
Whether or not [ think it just
Let prowling cat do what it must.

* With due acknowledgement to William Blake.
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NOKIMA'S CORNER

REFLECTIONS AT THE NEW YEAR

Of things that matter to me:

Twelve years after her death, the memory of my mother's smile has never faded. Even
when the light of recognition had gone from her eyes, the warmth of her smile would light up
her face. That smile - and the delicate scent of her face powder, were as healing as the hugs and
kisses that made my childhood hurts go away. To paraphrase Wordsworth - in one of my
favorite poems - The Daffodils - these memories still have the power to flash upon my inward
eye, they ease my pain and bring bliss to my solitude.

The blessing of children - all children, and grandchildren. The privilege of sharing in
their laughter and seeing the world anew through their wide eyes and exploring minds. Loving
family and friends, the gifts of life and love - and creativity. The changes, step by imperceptible
step - as the newborn becomes an infant, a toddler, a curious child, teenager and adult -
incomprehensible miracles unfolding before our eyes.

The sudden tears that flow out of nowhere when we are inexplicably touched by others
- tears that prove our humanity still exists beneath the callous exteriors we wear as defenses
against the hurts and injustices of the world. Tears that show a friend, or a stranger, that we
share their pain or their joys. The feeling of calm that follows a flood of tears. The lightening of
pain and sorrow at the healing touch of a caring hand. The magic of music to calm or to excite,
to sadden or gladden, to transport a troubled spirit to a place of calm.

Despite the terror and the hatred and the ugly “isms” that pollute our world, we are
more and more coming to recognize the common humanity that binds us all. An article I saved
from the Los Angeles Times last year, written by Louise Steinman, described the unity of Jewish
and Zen traditions, and their annual “Bearing Witness" retreat at Auschwitz - attended by 132
seemingly disparate participants “...from the United States, Israel, Poland and Western Europe,
children of concentration camp survivors, children of the Wehrmacht and S.S., Catholic priests
and nuns, rabbis and Muslim imams... who, for five days, came together to bear witness not
just to the evil that occurred, but to bear witness to all these people coming together... to engage
in formal rituals of atonement and meditation.” Individual voices from around the world and
across previously insurmountable barriers, who came together to pray for peace and tolerance
and understanding - a merging into a mighty chorus of peace seekers.

The predictability of the seasons - the annual promise of springtime’s awakening after
the deep coma of winter. The warmth of a blanket of snow that miraculously protects the
incubating seeds, as they lie dormant before bursting forth into spring’s glorious display. The
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POLTS” COKNER

Rebecca Moradian

UNTITLED

Swollen heart

Speaks of death
Rising

Inside unwanted fate
Anticipating the day
When 1 search for the prayer
And dreams become memories
Temptation comes

To fall

Fall without landing
When freedom comes
And wraps my face
Living moments

In seconds
Forgetting it all
Somewhere

Within

The cycle of obstacles
And destiny

Running

From the circle

Of day to day

Away from rhythms
Erupting energy

And the knowledge
That connects human hearts
Running

From the trap

Of unknown faces

To be awake

In darkness

Where

The silence of peace
Is blinding

Touched by hands
Other than clock
Waiting

To be drawn

Out of illusions

Until it's time

Karen Hamza

ULTIMATE TRANSITION

Dazzling lights,
in a darkened city of illusion;
In the crevices of the night,
holds an uncertainty of skepticism

Searching for universal peace,
in a world of confusion and mishap;
LOVE, can be the only healing factor
in such a deficient atmosphere
of need...

A surveillance of self and a dire
attempt to touch the heart
of every living manifestation.

A halt, must come so,
self-destruction does not prevail...

A desirous urge for LIFE, BEAUTY
and A UNITY of LOVE...

Chisel away the darkened walls
of your soul
till you reach the radiant rainbow
of your lost heart.
Proceed, to blend in silence,
into a world of uncertainties
and drape your veil of
LOVE and LIGHT -
as the fog embraces
an early morn...

£ Karen Hamza




Jewish Humor
Continued

FREE HAIRCUT!

OnedayaCathquc priest goes to a barber for a
haircut. After the haircut, he asks the barber
how much he owes. The barber says, “For a man
of the cloth, the haircut is free!.”

The priest thinks “What a nice man!” The next day
the barber finds a case of wine outside his shop.
Then, a minister comes in for a haircut. Again, the
barber tells him that the haircut is free. The
minister thinks “What a nice man!” The next day,
the barbers find a box of chocolates outside his
shop.

Then, a rabbi comes in for a haircut. Again, the
barbers give the haircut on-the-house. The rabbi
thinks “what a nice man!” The next day, the
barber finds a long line of rabbis outside his shop!

THE TEN COMMANDMENTS

od comes down to Egypt one day and says to

the Egyptians, “1 have a commandment, and
I'd like to give it to you” “What's the
commandment?” ask the Egyptians. “Thou shalt
not commit adultery!” “No thanks,” say the
Egyptians. Then God goes to the Assyrians “I have
a commandment, and 1'd like to give it to you.”
“What's the commandment?” ask the Assyrians.
“Thou shalt not commit adultery!” “No thanks,”
say the Assyrians. Then God goes to the Moses
and says, “| have a commandment, and 1'd like to
give it to you. “How much does it cost?” asks
Moses, “Nothing,” says God. “Then I'll take ten,”
Says Moses.

BRACHA

is family bought a new Mercedes and wanted

a rabbi to bless it. they called an Orthodox
rabbi.
“Rabbi, would you make a bracha over our
Mercedes?” “How can | do that?” Rabbi replied. “I
don't even know what a Mercedes is.
Next they called a Conservative rabbi. “Rabbi,
would you make a bracha over our Mercedes?”
“I'm sorry, “he replied. “I don’t know if 1 can or
not.”
Finally. They called a Reform rabbi. “Rabbi, would
you bracha over our Mercedes?” “Sure,” he
replied. “But what's bracha?” *

MIDDLE NAME

resh from Iran, Jacob, who knew no English

opened a bank account and signed with two X's
as he used to do back home!

A few years later, having prospered, he went
to the bank to make a large deposit. This time he
signed with three X's.

“Mr. Jacob,” said the teller. “Why do you use
three X's?"

Jacob blushed. “OH, you know,” he said.
“Now that we’re rich, my wife wants me to take on
a middle name.”

' STILL CIRCUMCISED!

Sh]nmh, young Talmud scholar who came to
America returned several year later to visit his
family. h

“Have you kept the Shabbath in America” asked
her mother.

“Mama, business is business, In America people
work on the Shabbath.”

“But what about keeping kosher ?*

“Mama, it's very difficult to keep kosher in
America.”

The old lady hesitate for a moment, and then, in a
hoarse whisper, she says, “ Shlomie, tell me one
thing, Are you still circumcised?”

GETTING SMARTER

n a train in Czarist Russia, a Jew was eating a

whitefish, wrapped in paper. A Gentile,
sitting next to him began to taunt him with various
anti-Semitic epithets. Finally, he asked the Jew,
“What makes you Jews so smart?

“ All right,” replied the Jew. “l guess I'll have to
It's because we eat the head of the

“then | can be as smart as you are.”

That's right,” says the Jew. “And in fact, |
happen to have an extra whitefish head with me.
You can have it for five Kopecks.”

The Gentile paid for the fish head and began to
eat it. An hour later the train stopped at a station
for a few minutes. The Gentile left the train and
came back. “Listen, Jew,” he said. “You sold me
that whitefish head for five Kopecks. But | just
saw a whole whitefish at the market for three
Kopecks.” .

“See,’ replied the Jew. “You're getting smarter

M}p[" SEOCOOOOCORoDo0Dee08E

Sources: Internet: Jewish Communication Network

Harper Perennial: “ The Big Book of Jewish Humor ” by: William Novak & Moshe Waldoks
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Jewish

Humor

umor is a part of our everyday lives. That's why we read comics and

cartoons in newspapers, magazines. We watch situation comedies, we
go to films and watch plays that are comedies. The following is a collection
of the broad spectrum of Jewish Humor Although, the issue of “bad taste” in
humor is a matter of opinion, we have selected the jokes that in our view, are
funny, not dirty. We hope you enjoy reading these jokes, and encourage you
to experiment with these jokes in your parties and add whatever personal
touches or details seem natural and appropriate. Just say “ You read it in

Shofar”!

Compiled by: Ira Farnoush

BACK TO TWO SLICES!

man came into the Sol's Kosher Delicatessen

for dinner, and when he was finished, the
owner came over to him, "Was everything all
right, sir?” the owner asked.

“Fine, just fine,” the man said. “But | would've
liked a little more bread.”

The owner spoke to the waiter, “How much
bread did you give that man?” he asked.

Two slices,” came the reply.

“Well,” said the owner, “the next time that
man comes in, | want you to give him four slices.”

The man returned the next night, and when
dinner was over, the owner came over to him.
“Was everything all right, sir?”

“Fine, just fine,” the man said. “But | would've
liked a little more bread.”

“How much bread did you give that man?” the
owner asked the waiter,

Four slices,” came the reply. “Just like you
said.”

The next night the man was back again, and
after dinner the owner came over and said, “Was
everything all right , sir?”

“Fine, just fine,” the man said. “But | would've
liked a little more bread.”

“How much bread did you give that man?” the
owner asked the waiter.

“Seven slices, just like you said,” said the
waiter,

“Well,” said the owner, “the next time that
man comes in, | want you to take a whole loaf of

bread, the biggest loaf in the kitchen, and cut it in
the middle. Give this man both halves.”

After dinner the next night the owner came
over to the man and asked, “was everything all
right, sir?™

Fine, just fine,” the man said. “But | see you're
back to two slices.”

ABRAHAM'S COMPUTER

ne evening, Abraham the patriarch was busy

in his tent loading Windows-95 on his PC
when lsaac, his son comes home. Isaac takes one
look and exclaims, “Hey, Dad! What you're doing
won't work. For Windows-95 you need at least a
fast 486, at least 60 megabytes free on your hard
drive, and lots more memory than you have here.”
To which Abraham replies, “Isaac, Isaac my son.
I'm an old man and not in much of a hurry so my
386 will be just fine. |'ve got plenty of space on my
hard drive. And, you shouldn’t worry about the
memory. ['m sure G-d will provide the RAM.”

THE TWO TIES

Jewish mother brought her son two ties for

his birthday. “Thanks, Mom, “ he said.
“They are beautiful;,” He went upstairs and put
on one of the ties. When he came down, his
mother looked at him and said * What's the
matter? You didn't like the other tie?”

Continued on the next page




STEPHANIC'S CORNER

Stephanie Kantor

FREEDOMS VOICE

[ declare myself free from the need to
prove
whatsoever. | am who [ am. No amount of
make-up or attitude will ever change the real
me. However, as Mick Jagger says, “It's all
right letting yourself go, as long as you can
get yourself back.” If I were to attempt to
change myself in order to impress another
person, or in order to be accepted there is no
guaranteeing that | would be able to revert to
the way | was before I changed. Once
innocence is lost it can never be regained.
My essence would be tainted by my outright
rejection of my identity. Therefore, I hold
that everyone is beautiful, they should not
strive for perfection in hope of acceptance,
and because it is only in being accepted with
your imperfections that you can truly feel
secure or loved.

I declare myself free from the
blindfolds of prejudice, stereotypes, and their
root: insecurity. Insecurity causes people to
be prejudiced - because they fear or are
jealous of, or even hate those that are
different. Prejudices cause people to feel
insecure, which causes those people to be
prejudiced, which causes others to feel
msecure and the vicious cycle continues to

turn. Every person in this world we live in is
a un.ique individual, in appearance and in
identity. Therefore, stereotypes are
meaningless. You cannot label a person
because of what their family did, or because
of what a person sharing their religion did or
apersonafﬂiﬂrsamr&ceormlmredld
Hate is unjustifiable. I should not be a victim
of hate because I personally have never done
anything to incite such a harsh emotion as
hate. Different customs or ideas or ideals
should be embraced wholeheartedly, that

myself, in any circumstances -
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way if they were to be discussed or criticized,
it would not be in i

I declare myself
loved, accepted, and befriended, until I have
proven myself otherwise.  Preconceived
notions or biases are unfair to me. It is a
basic right of mine to not be judged by gossip
or jealousy. Ishould not feel the need to hide
things that are as much a part of me as the
color of my eyes, such as my intelligence, my
religion, my background, and my opinions;
all things that contribute to my individuality.
People should not feel superior to others in
any way, for we are all equal regardless of
looks, money, education, and social status.

I declare myself capable. | am capable
of having opinions. I am capable of emotions
such as anger, sorrow, and love. [ am capable
of fulfilling my potential. I am capable of
hurting others, and being hurt. I am capable
of all these things regardless of how old I am,
and what sex [ am. It is my right to be heard
and listened to if not agreed with. My
emotions should not be dismissed. You
cannot put a monopoly on how much a
person feels or how they feel, even if it can
not be explained. You cannot reprimand a
person for their feelings, because feelings
cannot be controlled. You cannot resent a
person for sympathizing or empathizing with
you, because grief and joy are universal
emotions, I have the right be recognized as
capable.

With these words, 1 declare myself
free; free from the restrictions society has set
upon me, free from the endless pressure to
maintain the accepted image, free from a
burden [ have set upon myself by
undermining my capabilities, and most of all
free to dream my own dreams.

of being




TOUP4'S CORNER

IT IS AS YOU MAKE IT

Many moons ago, there was a wise old Chieftain named Chin-Gotch-Gook. Chin-Gotch-
Gook had led his tribe with courage, strength and wisdom. He was revered by his tribe and
also had won the respect of many other tribes.

Chin-Gotch-Gook though, was growing old and knew that a successor should be found
before he was call to the Great Hunting Grounds. The chief gathered all of his braves and put
them through tests to determine their strength, wisdom and courage. Through all this, Uncas
and Mugwa emerged as being the most likely replacements as chief. There was very little fault
to be found in either one, each had proven their skills in many areas.

Chin-Gotch-Gook was at a dilemma. Which brave should lead his people? The chief
decided on one final test. It would all come down to answering one question. Chin-Gotch-
Gook once again called the tribe together and sat the final test before Uncas and Mugwa. One
at a time the braves were brought before the tribe and chief Chin-Gotch-Gook.

Mugwa was first so Uncas was escorted away. Chief Chin-Gotch-Gook stood before
Mugwa with his hands cupped together. He said, “Within my hands I hold a Dove. Your test
is to tell me whether it is dead or alive.” Mugwa stood there and pondered. Finally, after a
short pause he deduced that the Dove must be dead, since the Chief was holding it in his
cupped hands. With that, Chin-Gotch-Gook opened his hands and released the Dove, which
took to the sky. Mugwa walked away in shame and disgrace.

Uncas was brought back and presented to the Chief and tribe. Once again, Chin-Gotch-
Gook stood with his hands cupped together and said, “Ucas, within my hands 1 hold a Dove.
Your test is to tell me whether the Dove is dead or alive.” Uncas thought long and hard and
then looked the chief in the eyes and said, "Chief, if [ say the Dove is alive you will certainly
crush the Dove in your hands and it will be dead. But if [ say the Dove is dead, you will
certainly open your hands and it will fly away. So, I say to you Chief, it is as you make it.”

With that, Chief Chin-Gotch-Gook broke into a broad grin and released the Dove, which
soared into the heavens, attesting to the wisdom of the new Chief Uncas.
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TOUPA'S CORNER

MOM’S SURVIVAL KIT

From time to time, Mrs. Karubian has contributed more than her fair share to Shofar.

Shofar would like to thank Mrs. Karubian for her support by initiating “Touba’s Corner” where our

readers can enjoy her collection of varied pieces, some original, some “in the public domain”.

To my kids who have left home and are on their own, [ pass on a list of life lessons:

10.

. Don't sweat you every mistake or faux pas. They make up for the things you got away with

that nobody knows about.
Avoid marrying anyone who deliberately flushes the toilet when you're taking a shower.

When someone tells you that what he’s about to say is “for your own good,” expect the
worst.

The value of a dog is its constant reminder of how much fun it is to be idiotic.
If you are lavishly praised, enjoying the taste but don’t swallow it whole,

When a politician says, “Le me make something perfectly clear,” remember that he usually
won't.

Your children may leave home, but their stuff will be in your attic and basement forever.

If someone says, “I know what [ mean, but I just can’t put it into words,” he doesn’t know
what he means.

Two people cannot operate a TV remote control in the same room at the same time.
Don’t waste time trying to be your own best friend. You can’t pat yourself on the back, and

it’s unsatisfying to cry on your own shoulder. Find a real friend instead.
11
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the United States, or will have spent half their
lives here. They will for all intensive
purposes be Americanized. Their ties to Iran
will be no stronger than my ties to Poland or
Russia. My roots began there, but I don’t
long for Poland or Russia.

Mr. Ezatollah Delijani, the president
of our new Iranian American Jewish Center
wants this to become a Jewish Center for all
Jews, regardless of our Jewish heritage,
where someday will exist a health club, a
gymnasium, swimming pool, and maybe
even a restaurant where all are welcome.

Now that the new entity of Holly-
wood Temple Beth El/Iranian American
Jewish Center has become a reality, it is now
time for us to unite as one. Jews must remain
united. “United we stand; divided we fall.”

Let us step forward, men and women,
and support the new center, physically,
spiritually, and financially (Tzedakah). What
better way to honor the memory of our loved
ones than to dedicate and commit ourselves
to the success of the new Iranian American
Jewish Center? We have been given a second
chance for this synagogue to have a new

beginning; we can not waste it.

Let us show the Jewish community
that we are ready to reclaim our old position
of being one of the greatest conservative
synagogues in Los Angeles.

Shalom.
Dr. Gaum gave this speech in a Saturday

service in the month of December at the
Iranmian American Jewish Center.
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Al Hazan

BUTTERFLY

My beautiful elusive butterfly

Won't you flutter by my way once more?

And let the gossamer wings on which you glide
Bring you softly to my side...

That silken cocoon in which you dwell
Wherein your dreams you safely store
Does it not a prisoner make you there?
While paradise awaits somewhere

Come and share with me the flight of love
Forevermore - no more to wait

My beautiful elusive butterfly

And let the wind decide our fate. ..

One night we caught a glimpse of heaven
Didn't we you and [

And the stardust brushed against us

As we danced across the sky

Along that comet trail we raced
Two eagles born to fly

With magic in our wings we soared
Mot knowing where or why

Some mystery force possessed us then
And led us to that place

Where dreams are found and lost again
Qut there in endless space

And now that clouds have come to dim
The fire that gave us flight

The angels will remember when

Two angels flew that night




Dr. Sanford Gaum

THE IRANIAN AMERICAN JEWISH CENTER

Good Shabbas, Shabbat Shalom, Yasher
Koach.

In April 1998 laborious tions
began to sell Hollywood Temple Beth EL
After more than five months of meetings and
debate, the deal was consummated.

This just wasn't a straight real estate
transaction. That would have been much too
easy. This was a unique situation. This
unique real estate transaction was much like
selling one’s home but with the provision to
stay and live there with the new family. But
the new family was larger than ours was, so
we therefore had to give them the larger
room. Two different cultural groups were to
integrate our English Ashkanazi and the
Persian Sefaradik. We realized during the
negotiations that although we were building
for the future, we had to deal with the past
and the present.

“The past? you might ask. Yes the
past! Tradition! Language aside, culturally
these two groups are different. Each group
has different traditions as to how services are
to be conducted. Tradition is good but with
integration it presents problems. The other is
language. A group of more than four to five
hundred seniors from the Persian community
who only speak Farsi doven on Wilshire
Theater on Shabbos. Well educated and
literate they came to this country in Eighties
when most of them were over sixty years old.
Those formerly of Hollywood Temple Beth
El's congregation from Eastern Europe know
how difficult it is to study English at a late
age. Their English is better than most think,
but like you and 1 visiting Israel trying to

speak the native language more comfort
conversing in our familiar tongue.

¥ Hollywood Temple Beth El's
Congregants number approximately 75-100
on Saturday. To enhance our situation, when
we feel we can have joint services as we did
on Salichot and Simchat Torah, we will do so.

On Shabbat, a decision has been made
to have two separate services so as to
accommodate the Iranian group who will
hold services in the Main , while
the English Ashkanazi hold services in the
Emma Levine Garden Room. Rabbi Zev
Dershovitz will conduct English services
every Shabbos, during festivals and High
Holy Days, much as we have done in the
past. Most people enjoyed the High Holy
Days. Best of all we had over 2500 people in
the Synagogue for Rosh Hashanah and Yom
Kippur, where at one time we wondered if
the doors would be open at all. This didn't
happen by accident. Through long hours of
negotiations over a period of five and a half
months, both sides were sensitive to each
other’s immediate needs; the senior members
of both groups. Both sides felt that the group
with the largest number uses the Sanctuary.

That takes care of the past and
present. What about the future?

The future is in our youth. We are
pleased to announce that Rabbi Zev
Dershovitz will be joining our congregation
in the New Year. With his leadership, we
hope to build for the future. In another ten -
fifteen years, over half of the Persian
community will have either been born here in
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that were hidden beneath the surface in the
Community. All of the comments that I have
received have been positive, but knowing our
culture, I don’t know if they weren't just “Tarof.”

has been blessed with the culture of a 2500 year
old community, that has been enhanced by the
Jewish spirituality and tradition. Living in the
United States, we are given the opportunity to be

at the cutting edge of technological and scientific
growth. It would be a shame if those
opportunities were taken away from any of our
youngsters due to fears and ignorance.

Shofar: Do you have any thoughts to leave our
readers with?

MH: The youth of our Jewish Persian community

Guitta Karubian

DESIGN

... And from this Sequence of Answers we
arrive at a Pattern. A Form designed by
Each. And merging together from One to Three...

We sculpt our Relation as a Mould to
be carved and Shaped. And this Shape comes
to represent What We Three Are; what we
have created, Each from Himself and the
Other Two...

And the Form stands above Us.

We walk through It, Discovering while
at the same time Creating something New...

This Form is Potentially Never-Ended.
Conceive of It as having No Point of completion.
It is eternally in the Process
Of Becoming, ..

And its Evolving Form is One with Us -
Each of Us and All We Three...

Perfection Has No End.

Imagine the form as completed.

Where then would We be?...

© Guitta Karubian, 1969
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Shofar: What finally made you decide to do it,
knowing the potential controversy that it would
cause?

MH: A sense of duty, knowing that our culture is
undergoing tremendous changes, and my hope
for helping to make a brighter future for the
young Persian Jewish women. [ wanted the
young Persian women to know that there is a
support system; that they are a lot of us who have
overcome many obstacles to achieve our goals.

Shofar: The Los Angeles Times article starts out

stating that you were married at age 17, and that
you've raised two children, in addition to your
higher education and your career, how were you
able to do all that?

MH: It would have been impossible for me to
achieve any of my goals without my husband’s
100% support. In our culture, most marriages
happen at a young age for women. [ cannot
imagine, a woman being married and achieving
her goals without the total support of her
husband. Fortunately, the current Persian men
living in the United States are among the most
educated segment of the society, and that brings
about an understanding and tolerance in viewing
successful women. I do foresee a new generation
of Persian women who have educated fathers and
husbands, who will have an easier time achieving
their independence and identity as an individual
person does.

Shofar: How do you foresee the role of men in the
Persian community in relation to women?

MH: I am proud to say that Persian men have
made major changes and adjustments due to
living in the United States, As a result, the space
given to younger women for personal growth has
increased, through the openings permitted by
Persian men. There is no doubt for all of us that
our community is a patriarchal society. Therefore,
the role of men as fathers, husbands, and brothers
and the support system that they can create,
should not be underestimated.

Shofar: The price of living in'a community is
conformity to the social mores of the society.
Some see it as a warm blanket and others find it to
be smothering. From my view of the community,
it appears that your views are overly optimistic.
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You're dreaming! If anything, it appears that the
community has gone backward, and women are
getting married even earlier than before, and are
leading more sheltered lives. Don't you agree?

MH: Your analysis of the human social
conditioning is correct. Conformity can happen in
many ways, and it happens mostly, when people
are insecure in a new environment, For Persian
Jews, United States is a new territory and the
American culture is something foreign
Therefore, when conformity happens for some of
the more enlightened tolerant groups, they move
toward the norms of the American Jewish
community, while other groups tend to hold on
even tighter and “circle the wagons.”

Shofar: Don't you think that many Persian Jewish
men would feel intimidated by a young Persian
Jewish women who was educated and had her
own career?

MH: Unfortunately, the social/sexual boundaries
that we have are so restricted in the Persian
community that a woman's independence and her
sense of identity are sometimes mistaken for
promiscuity and a lack of respect for tradition and
that is where you will see some of the greatest
obstacles for women to overcome.

Shofar: Don’t you think that many men are
looking for a woman that they can “mold” for a
wife?

MH: Unfortunately, | wish you weren't correct,
but there are many men within our community
whose own sense of masculinity does not allow
them to tolerate an equal partner.

Shofar: The Los Angeles Times article has created
quite a stir in the community. What type of
reactions and feedback have you experienced?

MH: The American community was on the one
hand very impressed by the numerous successful
Persian women that we have, and on the other
hand they were shocked that within the same
community, some women were (reated so
primitively. The Persian community, especially
the Persian Jewish community, has felt a sense of
pride, but they became aware of a lot of issues



Shofar: How did you happen
to be interviewed by the Los
Angeles Times?

MH: Ana Marie O'Conner,
the Los Angeles Times staff

writer, specializes in
portraying successful
minority women living in
Southern California.

Previously, she had done a
feature about successful
Latino women in Southern
California. This article was
about the lives of women in
the Persian community,
“Irangeles.” She found out
about me from different
publications and
symposiums that I've had in
my feld. She initially
contacted me to discuss the
lives of successful Persian
women, During the course
of her initial interview with
me, she discovered the
traditional upbringing that |
had, and decided to
emphasize the patriarchal
nature of the society and the
changing role of Persian
women in the community in
Southern California. It took
me two weeks to decide
whether or not to agree to do
the interview from that

perspective.

Shofar: Why did it take you
so long to decide to do it?

MH: I was quite aware that
in order to do this honestly, |
would have to shed light on
the relationships and the
gender gaps between men
and women that exist in our
community.




Eli Kantor

INTERVIEW WITH:

e

MOJGAN HAKIMI

Recently, the Los Angeles Timmes ;I:JJJ:::FE.-FE{{]':!HT&; article in “Colummn One,"

¥

concerning the changing

role of women in the Persian community in “Irangeles,” which has touched off quite a bit of controversy, One of the
main persons whe were interviewed n the article was Mojgan Hakimi. My wife and | have been fortunate to know
ber and her husband, Beltrowz, for the past ten years, She is a college professor, author, lecturer, psychologist and
mother of two children. She has conducted special sendnars o promote better relations and understandings between
Perstans and Americans at onr children’s schools. Significantly, she is an otlspoken proponent of women’s rights
in the Persian comnunity, Consequently, after the publication of the Column One article, she was interviewed
extensively on Persian radio (Radio Sedaye Tran). Now she has graciously consented to be interviewed for Shofar.,
It is our hope that the following imterview will stimulate discussions within the community concerning the role of
| women. Kindly send your thoughts.

Shofar: Tell our readers a little bit about your
background.

MH: [ was born and raised in Tehran and came to
the US. when [ was 14, in 1978, right before the
revolution. 1 continued my studies and graduated

High School from California Prep. School. 1
continued my undergraduate and graduate work
in the field of psychology at CSUN and UCLA. 1
perform research and teach psychology at Cal
State, with an emphasis on children with special
needs,
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Ualley Beth Shalum Sisterhood’s

‘ SEMCHA FMRE ‘99

Iledding & Bar/Bat Mitzvah Show

an Upscale Show with Experienced Professionals

Refreshments & Entertainment

Sunday March 7, 1999

11 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Dalley Beth Shalom
15739 Uentura Bivd., Encino, CA

Pre-Register for Free Admission
Call (818) 788-6000 Ext 640
General Admission at Door - $3.00
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