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Best Wishes
for a Happy and Healthy New Year
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ZOHREH TAMJIDI, M. BA.
DIAMOND CONSULTANT
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

September &, 1995

Greetings to everyone gathered to celebrate
the fifteenth anniversary of the Iranian Jewish
Federation.

Our nation was built on the dreams and deeds
of immigrants. People from every region of the
world have made profound and lasting contributions
to our society. The abundant gifts of the Iranian
people and culture have helped make America
strong, and each of you can take pride in your
efforts to maintain and advance this important
legacy. I commend you for working to ensure that
our great country continues to live up to the
ideals of liberty and equality on which it was
founded. Together, we can create a more peaceful,
prosperous world for all of our people.

Best wishes for a wonderful event.
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THE PRIME MIMNISTER

=i |

AUGUST 3, 1995

TO: THE IRANIAN AMERICAN JEW1SH FEDERATION
6505 WILSHIRE BLVD
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA S0048.

THE PRESIDENT OF THE FEDERATION
THE LEADERS OF THE FEDERATION.

ON THE OCCASION OF YOUR FEDERATION'S CELEBRATION,

PERMIT ME TO SEND MY HEARTFELT BEST WISHES, TOGETHER
WITH ALL THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL, TO THE IRANIAN AMERICAN
JEW1SH FEDERATION, ITS DEDICATED STAFF AND TO ALL WHO WORK
CEASELESSLY ON BEHALF OF OUR BROTHERS, THE IRANIAN JEWISH
COMMUNITY IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND IN 1RAN.

IT 1S INCUMBENT UPON US, AS JEWS, TO HELP OUR FELLOW JEWS
WHEREVER THEY ARE.

PLEASE ACCEPT MY VERY BEST WISHES AND TAKE PRIDE IN YOUR
MOST VALUABLE ACTIVITY. WOULD THAT ALL OF US WILL LIVE TO
SEE THE FRUITS OF YOUR LABOUR.

WITH DEEP APPRECIATION

Y. Ralin

Y. RABIN

PRIME MINISTER

13
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Greetings

As Mayor of the City of Los Angeles, on behalf of its residents, it is a pleasure
to extend sincere and cordial greetings to the members and guests of the
[ranian-American Jewish Federation's annual fundraising gala.

[ commend each of your for your commitment to the community and for your
efforts to help build a better future of our nation’s youth.

Best wishes for mntinuecl success 11 all your future endeavors.

Rieird J. Riordan
Mayor

September 10, 1995
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The Hebrew University of Jerusalem
Institute of Asian and African Studies

A Report Concerning Scholarships Granted
By
Iranian Jewish Cultural Organization of California
For The Academic Year 1994/1995

27 students from Israel high institutions and universities received a total of 31 thousand
Israel Shekel (=IS) as follows: J

Ben-Gurion University: IS 8,000.00 for seven students.

Bar-llan University: IS 8,000.00 for five students

Tel-Aviv University: 1S 8,000.00 for eight students

IS 7,000.00 were directly granted to seven (see article D below)

The following is a full list of the personal data of the students. All the official receipts and
full Curriculum Vitae of the students are with the above Organization. This philanthropic
mission was carried out through Prof. Amnon Netzer of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem.
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Shaare Zedek Medical Center

September 1995 In Jerusalem

A TRIBUTE TO JERUSALEM 3000 AND BEYOND
Dear Friends:

]

Saving lives and giving hope! That makes us all very happy.

Shaare Zedek N i :

life. More babies are born at the “Hospital With a Heart” than in any
other Jerusalem hospital — 5,297 last year. Ten percent were "high risk",
requiring sophisticated, round-the-clock care. Many were referred to
Shaare Zedek from other hospitals in Israel because of its ouistanding
reputation.

As a result of Jerusalem's growing birth rate, serious overcrowding in
Shaare Zedek's Neonatal Intensive Care Unit, and increased demands on
the Departments of Obstetrics and Gynecology, Shaare Zedek is developing

a fully integrated Woman and Infant Center.

Occupying an entire floor

aof the Hospital, it will provide state-of-the-art medical services to women
and newborn babies in an individualized, family-centered setting.
It will greatly enlarge our capacity to treat and save precious, premature

infants — many born with congenital
complications — and it will enable the Hospital

nced gyneco

logical or oncological procedures.

defects, infections and other

to treat more women who

Shaare Zedek's Jerusalem 3000 Tribute Dinner, which will benefit the

Wom

: is scheduled for Sunday, November 19th, at the

New York Iilton. As a member of the Dinner Committee, | warmly invite
you to join me at the Dinner and to support our Journal campaign. In so
doing, you will help make the dream of a Woman and Infant Center a
reality and will enable us to reach our main goal: to save lives and to give

—

International Board of Governors

4G WEST 45™ STREET » SUITE 1100 + NEW YORK, NY 10036
TELEPHOME (212) 354-8801 = 1-B00-346-1502 + FAX (212) 391-2674
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RAMINEH & FANI

HAMID FANI

Certified Public Accountant
12100 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 635
Los Angeles, CA 90025

(310) 447-5500
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I arrive in Tehran. Everybody has come to the airport. How much love, how much
kindness. After a few days, when the visits have abated, mom and I have our first chance to sit
down and talk. She asks me about England, my school and the family with whom 1 live. She
asks about Johnny. She asks &nd asks, and I tell her every thing that has happened between us.

Mom slaps the back of her left hand and faints. | am so scared. | bring her a glass of
water and help her drink it. When she is fully conscious again, she scratches her face with her
nails and screams at me, "Do you know what disgrace you have brought to your family?"

"I will not return,” 1 write to Johnny.

In the evening

We got up from the side of the window

"It’s time to go," I told you,

“Let us bid farewell to love.”

And you responded in disbelief:

“You mean 1o destroy this sturdy, deep rooted green?”
"Yes, let's raze it" I replied.

And you said:

I can’t, for I have been raised with the soul of trees... "

* * *

Years ago they married me off. Mom says it wasn’t right for me to go back to England,
it was time for me to get married. 1 was not less than Haaleh and she had married the son of
Haj Roohollah? The son of Haj Roohollah! As if Haaleh’s husband had no identity of his own.

Haaleh, was no more than a shadow of a human being and "the son of Haj Roohollah",
her husband, was his father’s ghost. These two were neither people nor themselves ...

My husband’s name is Jahangir - he could be called Johnny, but Johnny is a round name
for a rounded man. Jahangir has a long rectangular face. His behavior is rectangular with sharp
sides which cause friction. In our house there’s not a single circular, semi-circular or even oval
shaped area. Everywhere there are lines and angles. Jahangir hates circles. "Everything must
have lines and corners,"” he says. Once I told him how much | like round things - arches, circles
- and since then he makes fun of me. He echoes Haaleh who once said, "One should have a
round mind (that is to be crazy) to like round things”. 1 have kept the sketch that Johnny had
drawn of me, surrounded by circles, amongst my belongings. It is in one of my books. I look
at it very often.

I often remember Johnny and all his good qualities and 1 often wonder: Is this adultery?

Years have passed
That sturdy tree does not exist any more

Burnit, perhaps.
Yet its roots are in place




An indescribable yet definitely pleasant attraction continues to develop between Johnny
and 1. 1 cannot define my feelings for him. I am not in love with Johnny, yet it is not a
friendship either. It is almost eight months now that | have been living with Johnny and his
family and indeed I enjoy living with them. Despite whatever 1 had heard about the "coolness”
of the English, these are very affectionate people, especially, Johnny. Iam nearing the end of
my second half year of English school. 1 received a letter today from my parents with a round
trip ticket to Tehran. "We miss you, Naazanin khanom," writes my father. They have invited
me home for my summer vacation. 1 jumped up and down until Johnny's parents rushed in and
Johnny jumped out of his chair. “What’s happened?” everybody asked. When 1 told them why
1 was so excited, his parents were very happy for me, but I saw Johnny frown. It was obvious
that he was upset. The rest of the night there was only silence between us as we both had our
heads in our book pretending to be studying.

* % =

Tomorrow 1 have my finals. I’m leaving for Tehran the day after tomorrow. Johnny and
| are sitting on opposite sides of the dining table once again. Johnny is continually gazing at me,
without even the pretext of studying any more. “Don’t you have anything to study?” 1 ask.

- Will you come back after your vacation?

- Why wouldn’t 17

- A gut feeling tells me that ...

- Well, you tell your "gut feeling" to leave you alone. 1'll be back in eight weeks.

Johnny smiles. 1 return his gaze. "How do you see me?" Johnny asks. | respond
immediately, "Round!" As soon as the word is out of my mouth 1 realize | have made a silly
mistake. 1U's too late. "Round? What do you mean?" he asks. 1 explain the circles | see in
him. He laughs. Others have told him that he has a round face, "...but so many circles?" And
we both laugh. "How do you see me?" I ask . Johnny flips through his notebook, pulls out a
page and puts the sheet of paper in front of me. 1 see a sketch of me sitting as 1 am sitting right
now in this very chair. Actually I can’t believe how well he has drawn me. While I am looking
at the sketch, Johnny rushes back to the other side of the table, picks up his pencil and rushes
back to me. "You want me to sketch myself?" he asks. Without waiting for an answer, he takes
his pencil and draws a circle all around the drawing of me. "This is me,” Johnny says. It is as
if 1 am electrocuted. It is Johnny who sits inside the sphere-like ivory palace of my thoughts.
It is | surrounded by his circles of love, emotion and passion.

| raise my head. Johnny takes off his round glasses, brings his round face close to mine
and puts his round lips on my lips, his arms around me, raising me. | instinctively put my arms
around his neck and kiss him all over his face...

With your finger

You showed me a corpulen: tree and said:

*How beautiful

And how awesome. "

And I continued:

And an image of proud existence and permanency,
Since it is deeply rooted :

Not suspended, like us”.
* & = >
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Johnny’s hand is on my shoulder. I don’t release my shoulder from his hand. We are
surrounded by young couples like us embracing each other tightly as they watch the ceremonies.
I look at the guards and see my mom’s face and hear her urging me to move Johnny's hand
away. | ignore her.

We return home, very tired, having walked all day. The next day, Sunday, 1 unpack.
I give to Johnny’s father my father’s gift, a hand crafted silver box from Esfahan and a box of
pistachios. The latter, being one of the many boxes of pistachio, given to me by relatives and
friends as a going away present. The pistachios are much more exciting than the silver box for
Johnny’s mother. “Are you sure that you want to give us the whole box of pistachios?" she
asks.

That week my English classes start. There are students from various parts of the globe
in class with me and 1 write this to mom who is very concerned who my friends will be.

Mother writes back, "Of course you'll make friends with only good girls" But
considering my mother’s criteria, there are no good girls here in England. These girls | meet
now all have boy friends and very intimate relationships. "Dear Mom,” I reply "I have plenty
of friends, girls and boys." I assure her that 1 do not commit adultery. Indeed, many boys have
asked me to go out with them, but 1 know their eventual intention, so I don’t accept.

Nights, after dinner, Johnny and I spread our books on the dining table and study, settled
at both ends of the table. Johnny is excited about helping me with my English lessons. He is
a world of kindness. As time goes by, I notice Johnny's personality traces match his appearance.
He teaches me to speak with the same heavy English accent he has. When he rounds his lips
to pronounce the letter "O", he makes me laugh. It is as if in the lower part of his circle-like
face someone has drawn another small circle.

I have always hated geometrical shapes. My dream home would have only circular
rooms. Pressured, | may compromise and have an oval shape room instead. The moon is
round, as is the earth and the entire universe. As a part of this "whole" | should follow the same
pattern. Back to Johnny, 1 see that even his hands are round, although his fingers are long and
elegant. "Johnny's place is in my ideal home, but do I see this man of circles as my other half?"
I write to my old friend Haaleh. A week later 1 receive her hasty answer, "God forbid if your
Johnny’s intelligence is as round (meaning ‘crazy’ in Persian) as every thing else about him."

* % K B
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but Johnny, “Do you have electricity in your country? How about cars?" 1 laugh and tease him,
"Kerosine lamps provides our lighting and in our streets there are many more camels than cars!”
He believes me. He is so innocent that 1 can’t endure it and | tell him the truth. "Interesting,”
he says with great surprise. “You have TV? Interesting. Jolly interesting!”

Yes. 1am watching the changing of guards in front the royal palace and I am fascinated.
Johnny, standing behind me, puts his hand on my left shoulder. I feel electrocuted. A flow of
an unknown energy moves in waves from my left shoulder to the auricles of my heart. I gasp.

I should withdraw my shoulder from his hand and object to what he was doing. Mom
would say, "You should not allow any man to touch you until, God willing, he marries you."

But Mom never said these things to my brother. Dad spoke proudly of his son’s
"manhood” with anybody and everybody. My brother Jamshid, is two years older than me.
They sent Jamshid to America at 18 to become a doctor. My brother has not even finished his
bachelor degree and still, from time to time my parents call him "Doctor Jamshid". 1 am to

become a doctor and open a prestigious clinic with my brother in Tehran. And I am to marry
a doctor.

Jamshid sends my father pictures and letters from America. Dad looks at these pictures
and shows them off with pride. Inside his envelopes Jamshid always puts a separate sheet
marked "For Dad Only. No one else is supposed to read this!" Only out of curiosity, | read
one of these letters he had earmarked for Dad. "Dear Dad," Jamshid had written, “...You had
asked me to write to you about the girls 1 see. With this letter 1 am sending you a picture with
three of my American "girlfriends’. Daddy, this is Paradise. You should be here. American
girls are free and unchaperoned.” 1 got dizzy and nauseous. I tossed the "private letter” to the
floor and sat stunned on the edge of my bed. This was just a few months before I came o
London. :

Just before my trip, mom and dad sit down and lecture. Dad says, "Most important is
our belief and our conviction in our religion. In the Holy Book, in his Ten Commandments,
God has emphasized to the children of Israel, "Do not commit adultery”. | know, my Naazanin
Khanom, what a descent and wise girl you are and that you can teach hundreds of people like
me and your mom. But there are certain things that you have to know, and now | am busy and
have to go and your mom will tell you all about it.

Dad got up and left. 1 remembered that for weeks after receiving Jamshid's letter and
photos, dad would ran to every man who came into our house , showing them the pictures and
murmuring in their ears all the stories of his son’s "manhood”. And 1 would eavesdrop and hear
him say, "Three girls, Sir. Three! Remember if poor you and 1 even looked at a girl the whole
world would come to an end? Now my son has three girlfriends at the same time. Good luck
to them. We enjoyed so little; let our boys enjoy their youth".

Mom picked up where dad had left off and lectured me, without having anything new to
tell me. 1 was always puzzled and confused by how dad’s behavior contradicted mom’s lectures.
*Adultery" - this major sin - takes two people: a man and a woman. Why in the mental frame
of we Iranians the adulator is always the woman and not the man? Not only the man is not seen
as sinful, he is even a hero. e
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London tomorrow?" Johnny breaks the silence. | am stunned. 1 have been taught never to accept
an invitation from a strange man. His mother Jumps in, "Of course. That's a great idea. Go
sight seeing together tomorrow."

I'say goodnight and go to my room. When I put my head down, the pillow doesn’t smell
like my pillow. [ start to cry. Why hadn’t | brought my pillow with me?

I can't sleep.

And you said

That the meadows and greenery run in your blood
And even their root

For you have grown up

With the soul of plants ...

It is morning. 1 have showered and dressed and I am sitting by the window in my room
looking out on a green park. How green, how green.

I hear a few knocks on my door. "Breakfast!”. It is Johnny’s voice and I laugh when |
hear it. His voice, like his face, is round. A voice can be warm and pleasant, dry, annoying,
imperative or demanding. Johnny’s voice can only be described as "round”. It encircles the air
and has a softness. "The nearest distance between any two points is a direct line". | remember
this from my geometry studies. But Johnny's voice doesn’t make in a straight line between his
mouth and my ear. His voice travels towards me and then, before reaching my ears, twists
around my body and encircles it until it envelopes me... "Come in Johnny." 1 say this
automatically in response to his voice without thinking. The door opens slowly and half of
Johnny’s face appears, a semi-circle. Then he enters. "Good morning. Did you sleep well?"
He asks adjusting his round glasses on his nose. | only shrug. He comes close to my chair and
I turn from him to the window. "How green is your country!*®

My English is poor and yet | communicate with Johnny so easily. 1am comfortable and
feel no embarrassment. "Well, it has to be green," he says.

Greenery is not as alien to Johnny as it is to me. To him, a flowering garden is as usual
as the dry dessert is to people of my land. His round voice brings me back to myself, "You'll
have plenty of time to see greenery in your own time. Let’s £0 have our breakfast and see
London.”

= * E

We're standing on the sidewalk in front of the Buckingham Palace, watching the changing
of guards - ceremonies that began hundreds of years ago.

Already Johnny has taken me to many places. He’s shown me his city with lots of energy
and excitement and he’s told me the story of each. From time to time he’s has asked me naive
and silly questions. Questions that would have offended me had they come from anybody else

e
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1 said to you: I see these meadows as a dried out desert
Spread on it is a green carpei;

1 am the child of waterless lands.

In my arid mind

There's not room for green such as this.

| am sitting on my bed in my new bedroom gazing at the wall. Tehran is five hours
ahead. Lucky them, it is morning there now and the sun is out. My night is just beginning.
Father, who is sleepless and an early riser, is no doubt up and has turned on the electric samovar
as usual bad mouthing it’s inventor. My mother and my older brother forced him to set aside
his charcoal burner samovar and compromise with this bastard creature and he has never been
able to coexist with this phenomenon.

He has made tea and noise enough to wake up everyone. Only I am impervious to such
noises. He opens the door of my room: “Naazanin Khanom, it is time to get up my dear!” My
name is not Naazanin. Not even Naazi. My name is Simin. But dad calls me "Naazanin"
dragging the "Naa..." excessively.

| am gazing at the wall in front of me. This afternoon, when I got out of the cab, this
middle aged English couple welcomed me in front of their house. My English is not strong
enough to understand everything they say. Soon they’ll realize this and they'll become more
mindful of how to communicate with me. They speak much more slowly.

The wife knocks on my bedroom door, asks permission to come in and enters. She
invites me down to dinner. They are a Jewish family. They perform the Shabath rituals similarly
to us, but 1 hear their strange and interesting intonation. There is the prayer over the wine, the
bread and then dinner. The husband asks about my father telling his wife how much he likes
him. Facing me sits their son, John, or Johnny, watching me from the corner of his eyes. Each
time | raise my head, our eyes tie in together. Johnny has a round face. It is as if his creator
put the needle of a compass where his nose is and drew his face as a circle. Johnny has long
eyebrows over brown eyes which seem larger than they are hehind his round lenses. Johnny has
a long forehead with lots of curly hair and a closely shaven dark beard gives his face a bluish
tint.

We have dinner and Johnny, his parents and 1 sit in front of the fireplace. Our
conversation is full of long silences. Johnny eyes are always on me. Eventually he speaks:
- Do you like it here?
- 1 don’t know. 1 have been here only two hours.
- 1 think you’ll like it a lot here.
- 1 hope so. .
- What do you want to study?
- English and then [ think medicine.
- How nice. Medical school is very hard. Initially 1 wanted to study law but ended up in archi-
tectural college.

Silence. Obviously he is talking only to talk to me. There is.no connection between my
intention to study medicine and law or architecture. "Would you like me to show you some of
F
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Circle
Frist Kiss
Rectangle

Simon (Sion) Ebrahimi

At dawn i 2F"
We sar besides the window
And gazed at a wide field spread in front of us

From the London airport 1 am going to an address that they have written on a piece of
paper for me. I hand over the paper to the taxi driver who reads it silently and nods a few times
- implying that he knows where the address is. Anxiously 1 reach a few times to take the paper
back, but notice that he is still reading and withdraw my hand.

Some moments later the cab driver returns to me the address of my father’s business
partner - with whose family I will be living. I take this piece of paper, the only link connecting
me with this unknown land, and carefully secure it again in a corner of my pocket and put my
hand on it firmly. I have done this so often from Mehrabad Airport in Tehran to this moment
that the paper has wrinkled and become humid from the sweat of my hand.

I am an 18 year old girl. I have come to continue my studies in England. God, no! |
haven’t come, they have sent me - with their unending encouragement and praise. 1 have lived
within the bosom of my family for 18 years and have experienced "being taken care of" fully.
There has always been somebody to respond to my needs and as they say to "mind me".

The taxi's steering wheel is on the right and the driver sits on the right side of his car.
The cars drive on the left hand side of the road. It's raining and it’s foggy. The buildings along
the road are all very old. But "old" does not define my sense of these box like, smoke tinted,
dirty looking houses all so similar and placed next to each other. Smoke has not only covered
their exterior from top to bottom, it has penetrated into their bodies and it has entered so deeply
within that even the excessive rain cannot wash it away. And everywhere, for as far as 1 can
See there are trees and greenery. Plants have even rooted between the bricks of buildings and
hang down from their walls. 1 think of the small jasmine plant on our balcony at home - how
we take care of it so it does not die. Here it is the opposite. There is so much rain, so much
greenery, so much fog. And nostalgia... For the first time | am homesick. | look at the road
on which we are driving. It stretches as if yawning. I haven't even arrived yet and already I
miss my home. The road has become a street. We pass a few blocks and my cab stops in front
of a building.
L ] * e F o

24-E [

—-——ﬁ



Untitled

Farid Safaie-Kia

come

take a look inside

leave your baggage behind

I have no room for your distractions
sit back and relax

let your heart bleed

inject your tears into my veins

and intoxicate me with your sOrrows

¥ * 3

you see

it bleeds as it enters

the pain is inevitable

and the pleasure is yet to come
as you let go

you will drown in your fears
and in their arms

you will sleep

only to live a dream

you could only dream of

in a dream

* * *

the gods are watching
they know why you came
and they will laugh

as you leave

And as you fade in

you will see

clouds in the darkness of your soul
o breath in the sorrows

and walk the journey

slowly you will learn

to laugh with the gods

as you grow old

and leave...

Each month Shofar will pose a
question. It will be a moral, ethical,
religious, or social dilemma 0 which
everyone will have the opportunity 1o
respond. Readers are welcome 1o
participate. Opinions will be printed in the
following issues based on thoughtfulness,
variety of opinions and space considerarion.
Here is the first question.  Send your
answers to Shofar, Attention: Question of
the Month.

You have been given $50,000 with
the condition that you contribute it to one of
the following causes:

1. Construction of a museum comme-
morating victims of the Holocaust.

r i Operation of a Palestinian teenager
wounded by a bomb.

3. Fund designed to clean our environ-
ment through education, planting trees, elc.

Which option would you choose and why?
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—THE ISRAEL BONDS HIGH HOLY DAYS APP Ssosws

0
8.25% 7.00%
Floating Rate lssue Bond § th Individual Variable
$100 $500 Rate Issus Bond
Minimum Subscription;
$25.000 State of Israel Certificate| | Minimum Subseription ““*““";ﬂg:mﬂbn:
Curmont Anvsual Inberest Fate 143,888 or £2,000 for RAs wmiy)
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Maturity: January 11, 2003 - .
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This is nol an offering which can be made only by prospectus from:
6222 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite #300 Los Angales, CA 90048-5123
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$100

State of Israel Certificate*

A MEANINGFUL GIFT
FOR ANY CELEBRATION!

Bar/Bat Mitzvah ... Wedding ... Birth ... Birthday ... Anniversary
|

Pass on the tradition of supporting Israel |
through your gifts to family and friends

* The State of Israel $100 Certificate is non-interest bearing, matures in 5 years, and after one year
can be redeemed in Israel for Shekels or used toward a round-trip flight to Israel on
El Al Israel Airiines, under curment provisions,

This is not an offenng which can be made only by a prospectus from Development Corporation For Israel
6222 Wilshire Bivd,, Surte 300, Los Angeles, CA 90048 (213) 938-3000
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CAPRICORN - Bayp
(December 22-January 20)

At 1JSO’s (Iranian Jewish Singles
Organization) next gathering to be held at
Family Fitness Center on Pico, wear nothing
less than a combined total value of $2,600 in
attire (not including belt and/or accessories).
You will be approached by a dentist at 9,
9:12. 9:17, 9:32 and so on. The dentist
who approaches you at 9:54 has the vanity
plate "I AM DDS". He is The One.

AQUARIUS - Bahman

(January 21-February 18)

Your mother-in-law-to-be will ask for a
copy of your Shenasnameh (birth certificate)
just to be sure. Tell her it is locked in a
safe deposit box in Iran and no one knows
where the key is. Then change the subject
and talk about the jewelry you intend to buy
her daughter. She will magically forget
about your age.

PISCES - €sfand

(February 19-March 19)

Go ahead and buy that fantastic dress that
you have been considering from Barney’s.
Your best friend, the Scorpio, will change
her mind. You will look stunning at the
wedding next week. The dentists will be
swarming around you.

Note: For a nominal fee, your business or
company can be named in our monthly
predictions. ~ Contact Shofar for further
information about prices. |No chooneh,
please!| [al

3% Jews are like
everybody €lse,

only more€ so.

Seven Is Here

Rebecca Moradian

July’s searing sky
Returns to my vision
And I can’t remember
Where it was

When last summer
Left my eyes

This season breathes

of new colors

Upon circular petals
smelling of scents painted
Far from cotton clouds

A fragrance floats

In the air at night

Stimulating warm tastebuds
While a lofty sky cries

And showers a burn’t face
Undressing pink lips to the nude

When time comes with its hands
And registers in the eyes

Where a heart speaks of the knowing
And awareness sent from nature
Where all creation lives

Memory in the mind sits

And fills the head

From desire

Where 1 can’t forget his name
With all that tells of today
Abolishing other seasons




Heorescope

By: M.LS.A.O.
_|O-D % O %

ARIES - farvardin

(March 20-April 19)

Patience will finally prove to be a virtue for
you. That khastegar you've been waiting
for will knock on your mother’s door on a
special night — Shabeh Noee.

TAURUS - Ordibehesht

(April 20-May 20)

Hair plays an important role in your life.
Ladies: don’t miss your electrolysis
appointment and go for an extra waxing.
Gentlemen: don’t delay it any further, that
“ointment” isn’t working, IMPLANT.

GEMINI - &hordad

(May 21-June 20)

Do not be discouraged. Martik’s "schedu-
ling conflict" will be resolved — he will
perform at your wedding after all.

CANCER - Tir

(June 21-July 22)

At the next engagement party, a doctor will
be sitting at your table. Make conversation.
And remember, a dentist is considered a
doctor.

LEO - ##ordad

(July 23-August 22)

Numbers are key. To arrive at your lucky
number, count the Nokhods in this week's
Abgoosht.  Divide by the number of
khastegars received this month [if 0, use 3,
the national average|. Subtract from this

total the number of khastegars you think are
not good enough for you |If all, use 15, the
national average]. This is your lucky
number. However, if you have derived a
negative number, consider staying home this
month.

VIRGO - Shahrivar

(August 23-September 22)

An unexpected relative will arrive from Tel
Aviv. Be prepared to go to the synagogue
at 9:00 a.m. sharp instead of strolling in at
11:25 as you usually do.

LIBRA - #chr

(September 23-October 22)

If your Doreh is unexpectedly being changed
to Wednesday nights, beware! The members
of Monday night Doreh are conspiring to
kick you out because you always expect
Dast Khosh when you lose, but never offer
any when you win.

SCORPIO - @ban

(October 23-November 21)

Do not buy that dress that you have been
considering from Barney’s. Your best friend
will be wearing it at the wedding next week,

SAGITTARIUS - dzar

(November 22-December 21)

Buy an extra pound of Gojeh Sabz from Elat
Market — prices will soar up .03 cents a
pound next winter.

-




Iranian American Jewish Federation

SKI TRIP
22 to 26 December 1995
Salr Lake Cirty, Urah

Package Price Includes:
Air Fare, Transfer to and From Airport,
Four Nights Hotel Accommodation, Friday Night Dinner,
Saturday Night Party, Two Full Day Ski Lift Tickets,
Transfer To and From Ski Area.

Package Price: $495 (8545 After October 30)

For Reservation and More INformaTion Please Call:

Iranian American Jewish Federation: (213) 655-7730
Mr. Moadel: (213) 747-4747

PART OF THE PACKAGE PRICE IS TAX DEDUCTIBLE
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Sweet Tea

Guitta Karubian

"It’s really amazing. Kind of funny really. Human nature is so strange.

She’s an unbelievable woman. She single-handedly moved herself and her three kids
from Iran to Los Angeles, with two weeks notice. Sold her house there, organized everything,
got travelling papers - I don’t know, Passport, visas, whatever - for herself and her kids.

Imagine, leaving everything and everyone behind. Parents, she’d probably never again
see; sisters, her brother, all her friends. She didn’t know if or when she’d ever see her husband
again.

She came here and put her three children in school, set up house and bought a business
that she could run alone - she’d never worked a day in her life - a small sandwich shop in
Tarzana.

She never had to make a meal in her life, her cooks did it all. And now she has band
aids all over her fingers because she’s never used a knife before, and she’s learning how to chop
and the knife is sharp and she’s in a hurry for her customers so she cuts herself a lot. At least
her English is almost fluent, and her kids are all right. Can you imagine what incredible changes
she’s had to adapt to?

I had lunch with her yesterday and when it was time for a tea, I reached for the Equal
and she told me she wants to lose weight but she’s frustrated because she can’t get used to
drinking tea without sugar and can’t adapt to artificial sweeteners. | mean, think about that. |
didn’t realize when she said it and I don’t think she realizes it her self, but afterwards I thought
how funny that is. )

‘:1” A single woman sees a man sitting on a park bench reading the newspaper. She sits
down and tries to get his attention.

"Excuse me, what time is it?"

He looks at his watch and answers her curtly. "Three ten." He goes back behind his
newspaper.

The woman tries again, "Looks like rain.” Pause. Silence. "You think it'll rain?"
The man abruptly pulls the newspaper away from his face. *Look, lady, 1 don’t think you want
to talk to me. | have no home and no one wants me. I'm reading this paper 1 just found on the
ground. And you know why? Because I'm poison, a snake. | just got out of jail. | was
convicted of murder, arson, insurance fraud and In don’t even know what else. | stabbed my
partner, killing him, then burned down my house with my wife and kids in it."

A smile creeps on the lady’s face. "Oh," she says. "So you're single." [
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Tom, Dick and Harry ...

N.M. Kharrazi (Nouri)

The O.J. Simpson trial which was newsworthy in the beginning, gradually became
routine, then boring, and now it has gotten out of hand, deteriorating into a sad and tedious and
morbid affair.

In a murder trial it is not easy to find anything hilarious or ridiculous; or is it?

A criminologist from a far away country now living in the U.S. testified in this trial,
inadvertently creating a humorous atmosphere by simply giving his name.

His name is Lakshmanan Sathyavagiswaran. Take a close look at this unusual name.
It contains 26 letters (the entire number of letters of the English alphabet).

Now add the title Doctor to his name (he is a doctor), it comes to 32 letters (the number
of letters in Persian and Arabic alphabets).

Attach the title of Professor and the total comes to 41. If he visits England and is
kniglllad,Sirwillhcaddedmhisname,andinlndiatmwiﬂgainsmandiuhpanhecanmck
the title SON ...! ;

In a country which is in love with nicknames and abbreviates almost everything, this
name stands out like a sore thumb (no disrespect intended).

We reduce Elizabeth to Liz, Beatrice becomes Be and Douglas is Doug. To us a name
with almost 50 letters is unpronounceable, nonacceptable and indigestible.

In this U.S. of A., we don’t even spare our leaders and presidents when it comes to
nicknames and abbreviations: Richard was Dick, Eisenhower was reduced to ke, Ronald was
Ron and William is Bill. One wonders how this professor is addressed by his students, his peers
and by the members of his own family. What would happen if he were to insist on being
addressed by his full name and title (with no reduction allowed)? -

If he is called on the phone in an emergency, by the time his full name is uttered the
emergency may be over.

Huwahﬂutaskinghimmtakelheﬂneeleﬂmofhislmgnanmmda]luwusmcaﬂhim
LAC? No lack of respect intended, Lac ... No Siry Bob ...
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The Shopping Channeler

J.T. O’Hara

In today’s world, no one wants to be alone for more than five minutes. Drifting through
lives are ghosts of former husbands, wives, lovers. In order for us to abandon those ghosts, the
shopping channel was invented. Possessions breed like rabbits, so the more possessions you see
around you, the less likely you are to feel lonesome.

1 watched the Shopping Channel for the very first time last night after I realized 1 had
already seen "Run Silent, Run Deep" for the tenth time. 1 was hooked when I saw a very
attractive male acting as the show's host surrounded with full cartons of string bikinis -- stacked,
labelled, numbered and color-coded. [ was intrigued thinking that this guy wanted us to think
he’s a magnet for "Babes”. In his velvet voice he told me that no woman is worth her salt unless
she buys a few string bikinis. 1 was waiting for the girl to pop out and when I saw her I was
sure she’d undergone a rhinoplasty, blepharoplasty, abdominal lipectomy and augmentated
mammaplasty. How else could I justify this lady looking fabulous wearing less string that I
usually use to tie up the weekly newspapers for recycling? I looked at this nymph rising from
a huge carton and thought, where does one go to get anorexia?

I kept telling myself that I will not succumb to this fad of television shopping. This could
never happen to me! [ don’t have a car phone, | don’t have a fax, I don’t even go to a health
club. (I would never do those things, my personal trainer says it’s geek.) But I do confess that
I am intrigued when I wake up at 3 a.m., switch on The Shopping Channel, and see important
items like civil war thimbles, air fresheners that also act as weed killers, and magic hangers that
allow you to hang 200 garments in the space you used to use to hang your four belts. I can also
kick myself for paying for cable T.V. instead of watching Prime Minister John Major in
England, and Senate hearings in the U.S., | am myself waiting for that guy who tells me how
to cook a fried egg on the hood of a Rolls Royce without burning the hood.

Well, I'm starting to think talk is cheap because supply exceeds demand. (.l

‘x‘" - Knock, knock.
- Who's there?
- The interrupting cow.
- The interru...
- Moo. Il
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twenty four shots, $5.99 double prints, a dollar extra. (I never get double prints; they make me feel
like the same exact thing could happen more than once). He is Indian or Pakistani, like most paper-
store guys in New York. My guess is Pakistani, having noticed more than once the little glittery
sticker on the side of the cash register. Black letters against a silver background, Arabic letters.
"There is no god but God." 1'm staring at the sticker once again when I hear, "What can 1 do for
you my friend?" 1 look up - he has hung up the phone, and is grinning at me. | hand him the little
film canister. This one has inside 1t the relatives from L.A. gathered at my parents house last
Shabbat. He slips it into the envelope, and asks me my name. After writing it down and tearing off
the little receipt tag for me, he says, "Where are you from?" Ah, the eternal question. In New York
everyone asks everyone else this question. Because in New York. everyone is from somewhere else.
And if they think you might be from the same part of the world as them, the question has an air of
expectation, like they suspect they have found a brother and can’t wait to be sure. "lran,” I say, and
he looks slightly disappointed -- but only slightly. It’s not the same country, but at least it’s the same
continent, and we actually share borders! Not quite brothers, but cousins at least. But WAIT.
There's another chance. We could still turn out to be brothers. "You are Moslem?" he asks, rather
confidently. "No." His smile fades. There is a look of anticipation. He is waiting. "Jewish," | say,
consciously trying not to mumble. "What?" he says. Has he not heard me? Or is it incredulity?
“Jewish," | repeat, and he nods slowly. | leave the store wondering how my pictures are going 1o
turn out. If they are going to turn out. Is it too late to get the film back?

* % *

| am down on Orchard Street, doing my father a favor: picking up a check from one of his
customers. At last 1 find the sign: Number 260. H. Finkelstein Fabrics, Since 1961. 1 open the
door and little chimes go off. A man hurries towards me from the back, giving me no time to
examine the rolls of fabric piled high along the walls and on most of the floor. 1 turn to look at him:
tall, fiftyish, big belly, in shirtsleeve and a wool vest, wool pinstripe pants; black yarmulke on his
balding head, thick bushy eyebrows, coke-bottle glasses, long gray beard. Not quite Hassidic - no
dangling curly sideburns. "Can 1 help you?" Heavy Eastern-European accent thirty odd years in the
U.S. (Since 1961) notwithstanding. | tell him who 1 am. With this his face opens in a toothy smile,
"Oh, you're Moses’ son. Sit down, sit down.” 1 explain to him, as politely as 1 can, that 1 am in
a bit of a hurry. He obligingly begins to take out the checkbook, but nevertheless engages me in
conversation. From my father he has learned that we are Iranian Jews. "So when did you move
here?” | mention the revolution and, anticipating the next question, tell him that No, they hadn't
done anything to the Jews, but we weren't going to take a chance. "So you grew up here.” Yes,
if you can call it growing up. "Where?" He has stopped in the middle of writing the check, and is
giving me his full attention. 1 tell him the name again, and add that no one has really heard of it,
it's very small school. "IU's a Yeshiva?" he asks. He seems slightly alarmed. The teeth are no
longer showing. The eyebrows are forming a knot. Suddgnly 1 have to swallow, and 1 hear myself
do so — it seems to make a very loud sound. "No - justa regular school,” | manage to mutter. But
| feel an urge to tell him more, to make up for the indecency of having attended a secular school.
Should 1 tell him about the summers 1 spent studying Hebrew in Tehran? Should 1 tell him about
my grandmother, who has never missed reading the Tehilim a single day? Should 1 tell him that my
grandfather was a close personal friend of the chief rabbi of Iran? Should I describe to him in
glorious detail my Bar Mitzvah at Fifth Avenue Synagogue? How much does he need in order to
unfurl the eyebrows again, to bring the smile back? Et tu, Mr. FinRelstein? lal
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Barbarism Begins At Home

Omid Arabian

"What about Spain?"

I am sitting in a bar with Richard apd Haley. Richard is my oldest American friend, and
Haley is his girlfriend of the last three months. We are talking about vacation spots. 1've mentioned
how hard I've been working, and that I'm thinking of taking a couple of weeks off and going
somewhere: they’re helping me choose.

We've gone through all the usual American cities, dismissed each one for some reason or
another, and moved on to Europe. England is not warm enough; the food is terrible in France: Italy
I've already been to. So we are talking about Spain. The architecture, the beaches, the beautiful
people ... Haley’s been, and she recommends it highly. 1 wait for her to finish then tell her that,
unfortunately, 1 can’t go to Spain -- 1 can’t get a visa because 1 don’t have an American passport and
the Spanish government doesn’t like Iranians with Refugee Travel Documents. | know this because
I have thought once before about going to Spain, only to have my dreams squashed at the consulate.
Haley asks me what a Refugee Travel Document is, and I explain. She says she’d assumed I've lived
here all my life, since she can’t hedr an accent when 1 talk. | tell her no, just for the last 16 years.
"And you're still not an American citizen?" she asks. I think about the yellow file folder sitting on
my desk at home; inside it an application, filled out, two pictures attached, fingerprint chart attached,
application fee of $90 attached. The file has a lot of dust on it; it’s been sitting on my desk for three
years. 1 keep meaning to send it in but then | picture THE LIST. It’s not the same list each time
| picture it - sometimes it’s the list of new directors with films entered in Sundance: sometimes it’s
the list of people who died in a plane crash. But every time, it’s a list of names (including mine)
with a comma after each name, followed by the name of the country. And after my name there are
three letters: U.S.A. It just doesn’t feel right, like an ill-fitting designer suit that you buy just to
have a designer suit. So | tell this to Haley, thinking that she, herself originally Thai, will
understand. This is what she says: "So maybe you should go back to Eye-ran for your vacation."

* L *

I walk in and immediately feel like 1 am being watched. The man behind the counter is on
the phone, talking very loudly into the handset in a foreign yet familiar tongue, and looking down
at a piece of paper as if he’s reading from it. The eyes that are fixed on me are on the wall opposite
the cash register. They belong to Christy Turlington. And Linda Evangelista. And Madonna, and
Uma, and some women | don’t know the names of, all of them in various states of undress. |
wonder about the man behind the counter: how can he spend hour after hour every day in this tiny
cubicle, his every move and every thought scrutinized by so many? 1 finally catch his eye. He makes
a sign, "one moment”, and gives me a slightly apologetic smile as he continues to talk into the phone.
Though 1 don’t know his name, 1've seen this guy before. | come here every time 1 have a roll of
film that needs developing: the ski trip to Maine, cousin Sam’s wedding, the No-Parking sign on my
street after the bastards towed my car. He sends the film to Kodak, gets it back the next day,

B
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Farewell the Dream

Parou Banayan

Two nights ago I dreamt you were the sunrise,

and 1, the moonlit sky

Your beautiful array of spectacular light overpowered
the darkness of my night

A night ago, I dreamt you were the sunset,
and I, ... still that moonlit sky

Once again your sweet caress overmastered
my vulnerable darkness

What are you which dwells fear within me so strong?
I feel powerless beneath you, but still for your love relentlessly I long

In essence, I've seen you, I've dreamt you just once in my arms
But rudely did I awaken only to face truth and reality’s harms

[ live each day with your beauty, a part of my soul
It is this source which I live off, to keep me strong
to keep me whole

Solcry ...

To touch you, to be one with you as I lay
Not to stand there alone in my forbidden world of misery and dismay

Solery. ..

And leave myself to ponder on the thought of being you
for an hour or even a day .

Solcry. ..

And to my dreams,
Goodbye!

80

I13-E



synagogues. Her supporters were co-members of her organization, who felt as strongly about
keeping kosher and about assuming the role of the moral police for the entire community as she.
After receiving endless threatening phone calls from this group, the organizers of the dinner
decided, one day before the dinner, to change the location for the event to a Glatt-kosher
restaurant.  Of course no one bothered to consult with those who would actually be doing the
eating, the 30-40 people who had already committed to the event and were expecting it would
be held at a non-kosher restaurant. This shouldn’t be so surprising, since the notion of
democracy is as alien to our community as the notion of resistance; neither one is expedient.
The organizers simply changed the venue, then informed everyone of the last-minute change.
They thought they didn’t have a choice.! Or did they?

How could a group of young single Jewish women resist the threat of social stigma?
They were being told that as good Jews they should not and could not organize a dinner at a non-
kosher restaurant. And which single Jewish woman can withstand being branded as "not a good
Jew" in our community? Who will have the courage to stand on equal ground with those who
have raised the banner of good religion? Who will feel legitimate enough to remind us that a
few individuals should not and cannot assume the moral authority to define the practices of a
whole community; that some of us good Jews do not feel as strongly about observing dietary
regulations as say, about participating in Arab-Israeli conflict resolution?

My concerns, however, are not only with regard to principle. At a very practical level
I am interested in the health and preservation of our community. Maintaining such norms in
such authoritative ways cannot help but be exclusionary, and will lead to the alienation of many
young members of our community -- precisely those whom we are trying to attract. No
community or culture can reproduce itself through cloning -- doing so will make it stale. What
will it be left with if it drains itself of its most creative elements? Let us admit, recognize and
accept the difference amongst ourselves, rather than be frightened by them. Because if we do
not, if we refuse to accommodate different values and points of view, if we do not weave them
into the fabric of our culture, the fabric will sooner or later putrefy and fall apart. [

‘i'f"‘ Abe was born very, very ugly. He was extremely ugly and considered ugly by everyone
mruug!zuut his life. And though he was talented and quite successful in business, yet due to his
excessive ugliness he was rejected by man and women alike and never had any friends.

_ One day ugly Abe heard of a plastic surgeon who was performing miracles and so, for
his sixty-fifth birthday, he scheduled an operation with this famous plastic surgeon.

The operation was a tremendous success and finally, Abe now was deliriously happy.
He had everything he could ask for.

Most unfortunately, just two months following his transformation, Abe suffered an
accident while driving his new Ferrari, He died and went to Heaven. Storming into Heaven
Abe confronted the Creator. "How could you do this to me?” Abe screamed. "You made me
live my whole life uglier than sin. 1 never enj yed myself for a minute, 1 was so ugly! And
now, after all these years, finally I'm a nice-looking guy, I'm gorgeous! And what happens?
You have me die! How could you do this to your Abe? How could you?"

The Creator looks mortified. "Abe? Ayy! I didn’t recognize you. "[al
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POINT OF VIEW..

Mahnaz Youssefzadeh

Upon meeting someone for the first time, and after uttering a few sentences, 1 am usually
faced with having to offer something about my background: T am Iranian. Most of the time this
information suffices, and we can move on. But sometimes curiosity or interest or the need to
identify and categorize me even further inspires more questions — in response to which I usually
reveal that | am also Jewish, one of the thousands who left Iran during and after the Islamic
revolution, a member of the Iranian Jewish Community.

At this moment, at the moment when I am introducing our community to an outsider, |
envision it as a whole, homogeneous, organic entity. In this vision the differences within our
community dissolve and specificities disappear. And yet 1 am left with an uncanny feeling about
my confident representation. If I am pushed further into having to enumerate the cultural values
and practices of this community, 1 will find myself more hesitant and less sure about specifically
whose values and whose practices I should be referring to. Forl know that our community, like
any other, is a heterogeneous one; it is comprised of people of different ages, classes, ethnicities,
education and family backgrounds, who define their culture (Iranian Jewish) differently and
assign different levels of significance to their practices. And yet within this diverse cultural
arena some meanings have emerged as normative and easily recognized as such, while others
have been eclipsed and marginalized. (By 'normative’, I mean all those prescriptive ways of
doing and being that have come to define who we are, or rather who our "prototypes’ are, €.g.
that a decent young single Jewish Iranian woman continues to live with her parents until she is
married.) In fact, certain models of behavior have seized a status of total dominance.
Moreover, some members of our community, by adopting (or pretending to adopt) these models,
have assumed the moral authority to further define and establish our collective identity; these
individuals strive to silence differences and presume to hold up the only legitimate set of values
and practices for our community.

Let me make an emphatic point: There is no intrinsic truth or innate value in any of these
norms; they gain in stature only when we recognize them, accept them, and use them to identify
ourselves and represent our community. When I, despite myself, appeal to the same old readily
available definitions to describe Iranian Jews, | realize that 1 have fallen into this trap, have
bought into the truth of these contentions and thus joined in their perpetuation.

Far from being eternal truths, these normative values and practices are constructed,
asserted, reproduced, and reinforced within specific rejationships and practical contexts. It is
also here that they might be contested. A case in point is the practice of eating kosher, which
recently became the topic of a hot debate and the cause of much conflict when a group of young
women in the New York community planned to organize a dinner-gathering at a posh restaurant
in Manhattan. The guest list included many single professionals in our community (the purpose
was 1o create an opportunity where they could meet each other), amongst whom was a young
woman belonging to one of our several religiously-oriented organizations. Upon receiving the
invitation and realizing that the dinner was being held at a non-késher restaurant, she began a
campaign of intimidation and blackmail against the organizers of this dinner. Her weapon was
social stigma; she threatened to denounce the organizers publicly and spread fliers in IE
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Amir Ohebsion :

TOP 10 SIGNS THAT
THE HOLLYWOOD SCENE
HAS GONE TO YOUR HEAD.

10.  Your cellular phone bill exceeds _',rt;ur
rent.

9. You start frequenting a restaurant just
because a celebrity’s ex-wife dined there the
night she was slain.

8. You can’t do your fifteen minutes on
the Stair Master without your 6CD-Changer-
DiscMan and your monogrammed Evia bottle
holder.

7. You take your pager with you to your
meditation class.

6. You think your new pony tail looks
good enough to hide the fact that you're
totally bald.

- You stay in your hotel room a whole
week on your honeymoon ... watching  The
O.J. Trial.

4. You willingly spend $88 for a bottle of
Evian and two dinner salads at Spago.

3. Winter & Summer have become verbs
instead of seasons; you winter in Hawaii, and
you summer in the Fiji Islands.

2z 30% of your body is silicone.

): Your daughter’s middle name is Van
Damme.

Next month’s TO P 10 -

Please submit your answers to Shofar,
Attention: T O P 10. l

By: Soozi Mooni

Dark day in Westwood ... at a popular
Westwood Chelo Kaboby, SF, the socks
factory mogul, was seen taking the
remainder of his half eaten Soltani home in
a doggie bag. As guests in the restaurant
watched in shock and horror, SF tried to
explain that it was actually for his dog.
When CF the cardboard factory mogul,
reminded SF that he doesn’t own a dog, SF
changed it to his housekeeper. Lashoon
wonders out loud: is business in the socks
factory so bad that you can't afford to buy a
personal kitchen for the help? To make
matters worse, SF's lovely wife was seen by
disgusted guests using a toothpick at the
table — without the use of her other hand as
a shield. Lashoon’s friendly words of
wisdom to the SF's family: when you have
a fifteen year old daughter sitting at home,
do yourself a favor, shield when you pick.
Please ....

Bits’n Pieces ... DJ, daughter of a
downtown jeweler was spotted at a late night
bistro in Beverly Hills with her khastegar,
son of a plastic magnate. Although they
were seen in his shiny black Range Rover,
this match won’t work; the boy bypassed the
valet parking and was seen circling the block
twice, looking for free parking ... The wife
of DM a detergent manufacturer, was
spotted at Barney's returning the $1,000
dress she had worn the night before at the
big engagement party at the Beverly
Wilshire. We at Lashoon haven’t decided
which is worse, the fact that she was
rerning the dress or that she actually
bought "off the rack” ...

That’s it for this month’s edition of
Lashoon. And remember, watch your-

selves, because we'll definitely be watching
you. [l
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You may not realize it and you act as business way to the streets of L.A.
though you couldn’t care less, but there is a Americans can't stand asking the price of
sentiment growing and it is not friendly. something to be told, "I give you good

price.” Just put the damn price on the item

It doesn’t seem to matter whether the and we'll take it or leave it. We do not want

culprits are rich or poor, educated or not. to bargain. It is not the American way.
There is this basic rudeness which is very
offensive to Americans. Your are selfish. You'll do a lot better when you

behave more American - and this means
By the way, those of you who own thinking of others and not yourselves at the
shops, please don’t bring your Third World time!

’-:ﬂ} A passing woman sees an elderly man sitting on a part bench. He seems very, very
perplexed and she’s concerned.

"Are you all right?" she stops to ask.

“Oh. no." the man wails, "I'm in very big trouble. 1 have a wife, the most wonderful
woman in the world. She’s too good to me. She loves me so. She’s beautitul, looks like a
dream and of sweet. She sings to me. She has the voice of a songbird. She cooks anything I
want anytime of day - she’s a great cook, to die for. She buys me the most heautiful things.
She's like an angel to me. She rubs my feet, rubs my back, bathes me, shaves me, takes good
care of me, the most wonderful wife any man could want.”

The woman listening to him is confused. "1 don’t understand,” she says. "If your wife
is so wonderful, you should be happy. What's the problem?”

The elderly man looks up at her, his face pained. "1 can’t remember where | live. "l
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

This letter was received by Shofar for publicarion. It was sent anonymously.
Shofar has decided to print it for our readers as a public service (Ha Ha).

It is time someone spoke up about the
manners of the Iranian Jewish community in
Los Angeles as a whole. After countless
incidents over the years, I am compelled to
publicly complain. I am not signing my
name but my complaints are very real and
shared by many others.

Isolated incidents are one thing, but
when rude behavior is thrust upon you
virtually every time there is an encounter,
and it does not as a rule occur with non-
Iranians, it’s time your community takes a
look within.

I'm talking about being at the market
and an Iranian woman stepping ahead of you
in line. Or parking her shopping cart in line
as she proceeds to shop, continuously
returning to the line to stock up her cart.
Meanwhile, other people who have spent
their also valuable time shopping, are now
done and waiting in line. Today I had the
misfortune of shopping at an Iranian market.
Although it was my turn, two Farsi-speaking
women started talking to the owner and they
got helped before me. Can this happen
anywhere?  Of course. But it always
happens at Iranian markets.

I've been on elevators where Farsi-
speaking people hold the door open to have
long conversations while others are waiting to
g0 up or down. Not once or twice - more
often than that.

I've had my car blocked - while I'm
in it - by Iranians who won’t move out of the
way till they are good and ready to move out

of the way. And it’s not because I was rude
to them and they were being rude back. The
attitude is, they just don’t care if they are
inconveniencing anyone.

On our street there are many Iranian
families, Jewish and non-Jewish. When
visitors want their attention, they do not ring
the bell - they honk outside. It makes no
difference if it is early morning or late at
night. And it happens every day.

A friend who owns a boutique told
me that when Iranian women try on clothes,
they trample all over the items they don’t
want on the floor of the dressing room.
Even if the clothes are fine silks and other
expensive fabrics.

What is wrong with you?! Are you
this way with your fellow Iranians, too?

At synagogues, during kiddush, the
Iranian members of the congregation swarm
to the food tables and remain glued to their
position till they've finished eating.
Although the rabbi each week has a man
announce in Farsi that you should help
yourself to as much as you want on your
plate and the move on so other people can get
near the food, no one has yet to oblige the
request.

The non-Iranians make derogatory
comments in whispers to each other and look
at the scene with disgust. How can people -
in shul of all places - only help themselves
to the food and not move out of the way so

the rest of us can also enjoy it? -
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A SiMPLE COMPUTATION

* Shofar goes to 5,500 addresses

* The cost of mailing out 5,500 flyers to 5,500 addresses
is a minimum of $800.

* A full page advertisement in Shefar costs $200
(and the envelope doesn't get tossed into the
wastebasket before it's opened).

It doesn't take a genius to Figure out
the cost effectiveness of advertising
in Shofar. Farsi and/or English.

We'll make sure 5,500
households see your ad.
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readers who are contributing wonderful pieces to
our magazine. Shofar’s English section is
beginning to receive notice from the non-Iranian
community as well and we welcome all our new
writers.

J.T. O’Hara compliments us highly with
her contribution, "The Shopping Channeler”.
Ms. O’Hara is the author of many successfully
published books. As a literary (book) packager,
J.T. has her proverbial finger on the proverbial
pulse of the literary world. Where there'’s J.T.
there’s excitement; and J.T. is here with Shofar,
now.

From Rebecca Moradian, we present
"Seven is Here". We'll be telling you more
about this fabulous poet in our next edition.

"Farewell the Dream®, is written by
Parou Banayan. It is his first contribution to
Shofar, but we've made him promise it won’t be
his last. We look forward to sharing more of
his writings with you.

Farid Safai-Kia contributes a poem to
this edition and we're delighted with his
continuing participation and enjoy his writing.

We hope you enjoy Nouri Kharrazi's
light-hearted piece, "Tom, Dick and Harry".

Our "Point of View" column consists of
an article by Mahnaz Yousefzadeh. Ms. You-
sefzadeh criticizes certain aspects she perceives
in the community.

S
SHOFAR
Is looking for you.

Have a thought? A poem? A story or essay?

We're Listening.

With "Barbarism Begins at Home" Omid
Arabian contributes his second wonderful piece
to us, and we’re happy he’s with us again,

Our English section has begun a tradition
of ending with a bi-lingual poem by Simon
(Sion) Ebrahimi. However, in this edition, he
has contributed instead, a short story, "From
Green Meadows to Desert”, which beautifully
interweaves poetry and prose.

Yours truly contributes only a short
vignette, "Sweet Tea".

Our next edition will be devoted to a
subject of growing interest in our community:
children. We look forward to a wonderful issue
thanks to our children and others who have
already contributed so much, and to ouwr
advertisers - people just like you who
support Shofar and themselves by placing
ads in our magazine.

So sit back, read and occasionally, smile.
And send us your contributions (and your ads).

By the way, how many Iranians does it
take to change a light bulb? 1 don’t know, but
I’'m sure they’re all general contractors. [l
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Guitta Karubian

SHOFAR HAS THE GIGGLES

How many lranians does it take to
change a light bulb?

Humor is a sure way to get your
audience’s attention. Savvy communicators
adeptly season their messages with humor
creating a warm, open atmosphere that renders
their audiences more receptive to what they say.

Like crazy glue, humor bonds people
instantly. As we laugh together at the same
jokes, we are reassured that we see the world
around us similarly and share the same cultural
values: and our ever-changing world presents an
ever-constant source for new jokes. Ergo,
political jokes, earthquake jokes and the current
proliferation of O.1. jokes.

Laughter releases nervous tension and
puts us at ease. Humor allows us to swallow
otherwise uncomfortable truths about ourselves
through the use of sarcasm, irony or just by
laughing outright at our human predicaments.

Scientists have determined that laughter
actually prolongs life. They’ve also determined
that when we laugh, our bodies unleash
"endomorphs”, those little men and women that
run around inside us making us feel great.

With this edition, Shofar’s English
section introduces several new features designed
to hit you right where it tickles, and our cover
is fair warning.

Dispersed, like hiccups, throughout the
English section are jokes to make you smile.
Heard a good one lately? Fax or mail it to
Shofar, Attention: "HICCUPS".

We're introducing an "interactive gossip
column”, all in fun, with Michael Shokrian, one
of Shofar's most engaging writers, putting
together some tastier morsels of gossip from the
slime to the sublime, gleaned from the grape -
or rather angoor - vine via our readership (and
our imagination). Mail or fax in your favorite
rumors - no names mentioned, please - Shofar,
Attention: "LASHOON".

Also premiering in this edition is
“Shofar’'s Top 10" modelled after David
Letterman’s Top 10 and headed by Amir
Ohebsion. (Amir is in this edition’s "In the
Spotlight”). To get the ball rolling, Amir has
listed his own clever entries to his first category,
"Top 10 signs that the Hollywood scene has
gone to your head”. Readers are invited to mail
or fax in responses to the subject posed in this
column to be printed in a future edition. Direct
your gems to Shofar, Attention: *TOP 10°.

Michael and Amir have also collaborated
on two new projects. For those readers with
their head in the clouds and stars in their eyes
there's the HOROSCOPE which brings to the
written page for the first time the real secrets
that the stars hold for us as revealed exclusively
to Shofar's own Michael and Amir.

For those who enjoy pondering the more
philosophical questions of life, these same two
writers pose a query in a "what would you do
if...9" format under the heading "WE ASK
YOU". Read it, debate it; direct your best reac-
tion to Shofar, Attention: "WE ASK YOU".

We are extremely pleased with the
incredible response we have received from our
-
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Spetlight on:

Amir Ohebsion

Amir was born in Iran in the late 1960's, under the
earth sign of Taurus. He moved to the U.S. in the early
1980’s at the age of eleven.

Amir has not been with Shofar all that long, but he
certainly has been busy writing for us since he arrived. He
has presented us with wonderful work for each edition he’s
been with us and is responsible for TOP 10 premiering in
this edition. He’s also worked jointly with Michael
Shokrian to bring us the Horoscope, We Ask You and
has introduced other writers to our English Section.

We asked Amir to tell us about himself. "In March
1992, in a moment of inspiration, 1 realized that fate and
free will are eternally bound in an infinite web that exists
outside of time -- But to this day I am still plagued by the
eternal question: why and how do Hassidic Jews wear
heavy black wool overcoats in 100 degree weather?

I currently earn my living designing and
manufacturing jewelry with my cousin Omid. Although |
enjoy the creative aspect of my work, | see my future in
writing and directing film.
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